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cullable injury not to schools, houses, rail-
way engines or hospitals, but to human
flesh and blood and human mentality and
nervous systems.

So I hope that we may from now on,
as the Acting Premier suggested in his
speech, try more to develop a statesman-
like attitude. I trust, however, that it will
le developed in regard to the real, com-
plete problems, and especially the funda-
mental causes for the fact that periodically,
despite there being an abundance of pro-
duction available and means to make fur-
ther production available, great groups of
people in every Australian State, and prob-
ably in every country of the world, are
reduced to misery and suffering, because
through some maladjustment, deliberately
brought about by small groups of powverful
individuals in different countries, it is
made impossible for the average man and
woman to work and obtain weekly or fort-
nightly the amount of money necessary to
enable them to buy the bare necessities of
existence plus a few comforts. I am not
suggesting that we alone could solve the
problem, but we might make a valuable con-
tribution, together with the other States
and countries of the world, towards finding
a solution. That, in my opinion, would he
an achievement in which we, having played
some part in it, might well feel that we had
done some good for humanity, and for
which, I am sure, the generations of the
future would have reason to call our name
blessed.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (7)-FIRST READING.

I, Workers' Compensation Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Minister for Edu-
cation.

2, Hospitals Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Health.

3, Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act Amendment
(Continuance).

4, Industries Assistance Act Amendment
(Continuance).

5, Northampton Lands Resumption.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

6, Builders' Registration Act Amend-
men t.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.

7, Railway (Brown Hill Loop Kalgoorlie-
Gnumballa Lake) Discontinuance.

Introduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways.

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.
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The Clerk (Mr. L. L. Leake) : I have to
announce that the President, Hon. H.
Seddon, is absent. It is, therefore, neces-
sary for members to elect one of their
number, now present, to fill the office, per-
form the duties, and exercise the authority
of the President during such absen~e.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood): I
move--

That Hon. J1. A. Dimmitt be elected to fill
the office, perform tbe duties, and] exercise the
authority of the President duriug the absence
of the President, Bon. H. Seddon.

Hon. C. H1. SIMPSON: I second the
motion.
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Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move-
That Hon. WV. J. Mann be elected to fill the

office, perform the duties, and exercise the
authority of the President during the absence
of the President, Hon. H. Seddqn.

Hon. G. BEN7NETTS: I second the
motion.

Ballot taken.

The Clerk: As a result of the ballot, Hon.
W. J. Mann has been elected Deputy Presi-
dent.

[The Deputy President tookt the Chair.]

QUESTIONS.

CALVANISED WIRE AND NETTING.

As to Imports, Local Manufacture, ae.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture:

(1) What quantity of galvanised Wire,
both plain and netting, has been imported
into this State during the period from the
lst .June, 1947 to the Ist June, 1948.

(2) To whom and in what quantity was
the wire consigned?

(3) What quantity of g-alvanised wire,
both plain and netting, has been mnanufac-
tured in this State by the W.A. Netting and
Wire Coy. from the 4.000 tons of rods
processed 1

(4) What quantity of wire, both plain
and netting, has the State Government re-
ceived from the supplies referred to in
question (3) for and on behalf of the War
Service Land Settlement Scheme?

(5) Which distributing agents handled
the remainder and in what quantities?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) Barbed wire, 23 tons; galvanised
wire, 11 tons; -wire netting, 2/2 tons.

(2) Have no means of ascertaining who
the consignees were.

(3) Barbed wire, 248 tons; plain, 1,366
tons; wire netting, 1,110 tons.

(4) Baited wire, 261/, tons; plain 1401/
tons; wire netting, no ordlers placed.

(5) Practically all hardware merchants
are distributors and it is impossible to say
what the quantities handled were.

WARl SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.

As to Securing Treedozers.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture:

In view of the repeated statemcents that
clearing on many of the war service land
settlement farms was being held up, was any
action taken by the Minister responsible to
secure some of the twenity-five treedozers
exported to Tanganyika t

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The treedozer is an attachment and does

not include the bulldozer. Steps have been
taken to manufacture the treedozer in
Western Australia.

MOTION-ELECTRIOITY ACT.

To Disallow- Radio Workers' Regulations.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [4.46):
Imove-
That Regulations9 -,\s. 113, 117, 118, 119,

123, 124, 129, 130, 131, 132, 138, 139, and 142
made under tlid Electricity Act, 1945, as pub-
lished in, the ''Government Grazette'' of the
25th March, 1948, and laid on the Tnble of
the House on the 27th July, 1948, be and are
hereby disallowed.

I feel sure that during the last few days
members have had brought under their
notice the full power of regulations and the
control that is vested -by means of regula-
tions, It is unfortunate that the power of
Parliament, the memhers of which are
elected by the people, is surely and
not too slowly being taken away by permit-
ting the setting up of boards under various
statutes and by the introduction of regula-
tion after regulation which, I believe, is done
with the idea of causing confusion in the
public mind. The attitude seems, to be,
"People (10 not know their own minds;
therefore we must have these boards to guide
them," and thus confusion is added to con-
fusion as regulation is added to regulation.

Under the Electricity Act, the State Elec-
tricity Commission was constituted which, in
its wisdom, decided to provide four boards.
I cannot give the names of the members of
those boards, but I believe that.in some
instances we would find not only a
duplication of names of persons repre-
senting, in quite a few cases, different
interests but appointments made to the
hoafrd5 wvith the one idea of keeping the in-
dustry a very close preserve and endeavour-
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ing, as they are doing in no small way, to
protect the power of the Commission. When
members agreed to this legislation in 1945,
I do not think they visualised the effect that
its passing would have on the electrical
workers in this State. Provision has been
made for the setting up of a radio workers'
board, a ciema tograph operators' hoard, an
electrical workers' board and an electrical
contractors' licensing board.

There is a total of 319 regulations, and
page after page of forms to be filled in by
those who wish to take out licenses or to be
regoistered under tile hoards. Under one
regulation, it is necesary to fill in separate
forms; in order to sit for A class, B class
and C class licenes. I think the idea is
to regulate the whole of this industry.
People who are prepared to work are being
rutised tho right to do so unless they have
a permit, and even a permit allows them to
wnrk only in the specialised avenues speci-
fled in the permit.

I fail to see~ why it is necessary to have
regulations in connection with radio workers.
If n man eng-aged in radio work is able to
pass the ordinary safety test, why should he
not be abe to service radios?7 If I wish to
go to a certain serviceman, I do not want
to he told I can go to him only because he
has a certificate. Should I be prepared to
trust a man, although he may not have a
license, the responsibility is mine and no-one
else's. I do not think any guarantee is given
by the Electricity Commission that, simply
because a man has, piqssed an examination,
he is a qualified serviceman, and I do not
think people should be compelled to go to
himi to have their sets serviced.

In my opinion, the radio workers' board
should set the examination, which should
consist of the safety principles of eleetri-
pity only and relate to the physical protec-
tion of the users of radio sets and other
radio equipment which is connected to
supply mains in excess of 40 volts.
The hoard should also arrange the plae
and time for such examinations, which
should be held at not less than quarterly
intervals. Printed copies of all safety regu-
lations should be made available to those sit-
ting for examination, and the issuing of a
license should be governed by a person's
knowledge of those regulations. That is all
that is required under the radio workers'
license.

I do not propose to go into all the pros
and cons of the regulations it is sought to
disallow. Some of them replace regulations
which were previously disallowed, and which
have now been slightly altered, words being
transferred from one regulation to aniother,
the effect being somewhat the same. The ob-
ject is to stop an individual from doing
radio work without passing examinations
prescribed by the boards; and the regulations
exist, iii many cases, simply to retard lpro-
gress and to prevent mnen who are prepared
to work from doing so. I hope that other
members will have something to say regard-
ing the regulations; and I will have a chance
later of dealing with the regulations one by
one and showing where I think they should
be amended.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

MO0TION-ELECTRICITY ACT.

To Disallow Cinematograph Operators'
Regulations.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (East)
[4.56]: I move--

That Regulations Nos. 71, 80, 86 and 104
made under the Electricity Act, 194.5, as
published in the "Government Gazette'' of the
C_0th Mrch, 1948, and laid on the Table of time
House on the 27th July, 1948, be and are
hereby disallowed.

The regulations I seek to have disallowed
refer to cinema operators exclusively. It
is most extraordinary that we have a
very important Commission-the Electri-
city Commtission-dabbling in minor mat-
ters like this. Cinematograph operators
have been working in this State for a very
long time-almost as lon as I can remem-
ber-and not on one occas1ion has there been
an accident of any sort, nor any reports of
negligence or carelessness on their pan. I
would like the Mlinister, on behalf of the
Commission, to tell us why that body
is dabbling in these things. A board has
been appointed -that will conduct exaniina-
tions I and all sorts of conditions have been
imposed which I propose to read to the
House directly. For what reason this has
been done I cannot for the life of me under-
stand. I can see no danger at all, except
su-h as is provided for already in the
Health Act. The bio-box itself is ontrolled,
inasmuch as it has to be built to certain
specifications.
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Fire-proof facilities have to be made
available, and are definitely provided. I
remember that, when I was Minister for
Health, appeals were made to me many
times to have alterations made, but the
department has al-ways 'been very careful to
see that the strictest supervision was exer-
cised with respect to bio-boxes. I hope it
is noot expected by these regulations to en-
sure that a man who operates a cinemato-
-graph shall hare the same qualifications
as an electrician. They are two different
o-'upations. There is justification for a
man who is wiring premises or handling
electricity to have a good deal of knowledge
of what his work entails. The cinemato-
graph operator, however, is engaged in
operating an ordinary machine. This is the
only place I know of where there are such
regulations. Are wo to continue legisla-
tioni by regulation and say that a person
shall not repair a motor car because the
lives of the public might be endangered
by the careless handling of parts of motor
cars? Is this to be the start of further
controls?7

l)hc Honorary Minister: You would not
have your ear repaired by an unqualified
man.

Hun Sir CHARLES LATHAM: No, and
I have oten been sorry to have to give it
to a garage to repair. I am sure the Honor-
a ' Minister, having taken his car to a
garage, has been informed that the trouble
bad been rectified, but before going far on
the road has discovered that it 'was as bad
as ever. On one occasion, coming from
Wyalkatehem, I spent two hours in a
garage at Northam having my car repaired,
but, when I got two miles along the road,
I had to send for a man to look at the
engine again. I finally discovered that I
had to rectify the trouble for myself.

The Honorary Miinister: I have had that
experience, also.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Fancy,
when cinematographa first came out, a men
baring to pass an examination before he
started to operate the macehine. It could
never have been done. I appeal to the
Minister to get the department concerned
to give people at free run. There is no
justification for leg-islation of this kind.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Is it not necessary to
have highly qualified men in the outback
country?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: How
would this legislation help such a want1
First of all, he would have to come to Perth
or sonic other centre to gain the two years'
experience. Having done that, he would
not return to the country. Our greatest
trouble is to get people to stay in the out-
back and this House should do nothing to
en courage people to leave the rural ares.
I will deal first with Regulation 71. Cer-
tainly the amendment is better than the ori-
ginal provision, because it provides that one
member shall be a chairman appointed by
the board, one an employer's representative,
who shall be an emaployer, and one a rep-
resentative of the operators, who shafl be
an employee. That is the only alteration
there, and I think it is a wise one. Regu-
lation 80 provides--

No person shall he eligible to sit for examina-
tinn (0o' any par1t thereof) i1ir]CqS-

it i., proposed to add these words-
hie has attended a full course of instruction
at a training centre approved by the board.

It must be realised that there will not be
training centres in many country towns,
ats it is difficult enough to have them pro-
vided in the metropolitan area 'under the
Education Department. And then the
amended regulation continues-
he can produce proof of having had experience
and practical training under the direct super-
vision of a senior licensed operator in a clue-
maqtograph projection room during the screen-
ing of full programmles at public exhibitions
of films for at least two years, and has re-
ceived instructions from at licensed operator,
or other instructor approved of by the Board
in such details of subjects (A) and (B) here-
under as are appropriate to the scope of the
examination for which he desires to sit and
in subjects (0), (D), (B) nd (F) hereunder.

I desire members to note particularly what
is prodided for uinder paragraph (A). First,
he is to have a knowledge of electricity.
It would not he of great advantage to him
if he were asked what electricity is, be-
cause he -would be confouiided by the ques-
tion, as would also the examiner. Next he
is to hare a knowledge of electrical action
in general with regard to direct and alter-
nating current, Motors, generators, trans-
formers, convertors, rectifiers, resistances,
choke coils, volt and ampere meters, are
lanips, switches, fuses, wires, cables, sound
equipment and the necessary connections
for the various opplianeps. If that were
submitted to a man qrialif'ying to be an
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electrician it might be a wise provision, In other wvords, he must have sonie know-
but these men are not allowed to touch
an electrical wiring system. The owner of
a cinematograph would not allow such an
employee to interfere with that expensive
eqjuipnment. Stich machines are serviced by
the agents of the manufacturer, just as is
(lone in the case of typewriters. If the
owner allowed the equipment to be inter-
fered with the guarantee would lapse. No
applicant might be asked questions on all
those subjects, but the board could make a
selection from them, and I would not give
it that power. Paragraph (B3) covers pro-
Jectors-mechanisni, optical system and
sound equipment. The operator simply
operates the machine, just as a girl in a
tailor's shop operates a sewing machine.

Hon. R, J. Boylen: That is a description
of what the machine does.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
employee has only to operate it.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: He must know how
to operate it.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
only way he could get a knowledge of pro-
jectors would be to take one to pieces and
reassemble it. "Mechanism" wvould also
be covered by the remarks I have made.
The optical system would have to do with
focussing on the screen, and the sound
eqluipmnJt is self-explanatory. Paragraph
(C) covers films-care of, handling, joining
nid! re-winding. Would the employer be

likely to allow at man who did not under-
stand film to handle it? The employer does
not own the film, but is liable for it. Para-
graph (D) covers the projection of pictures
and sound. Paragraph (E) covers safety
precauions-especially in relation to pre-
vention and extinction of fire in the pro-
jection room and re-winding room. Those
precautions are provided for under the
Health Act, which provides for the im-
position of a heavy fine if the blo
box is not set up according to the
requirements of that Act. I know of
no instance where those requirements are
not met. For many years we have had
picture operators in this State and all over
the Commonwealth and I know of no single
instance of a fire fromn the cause mentioned.
Paragraph (F) requires-
a knowledge of the miethod of resuscitation
in cases of electric shook. Application to be
examined under this regulation shall be made
in Form S.E.C. 16 in the Appendix hereto.

ledge of the first aid required to deal with
a person who has come into contact with
a live electric wire. He would probably
handle the situation with common sense,
as any normal person would, and that is
about all he could do. I do not think the
lhouse should expect an operator to sit for
ain examination of that kind. When a mail
has been in such employment for many
years, why should he now have to register
and put in two years under a qualified
operator before sitting for an examination,
and assure the board that be has had a
full course of instruction? Some men in
the country have been operating for 20
years and it would be wrong to ask them to
undergo an examination of this sort.

I come next to Regulation 86. The exist-
ing regulation provides that no person shall
be licensed unless he has attained the full
age of 21 years. That is extraordinary in
view of the fact that we have recently al-
lowed youths of 18 and 19 years of age to
handle bombers and all other sorts of air-
craft under the most dangerous conditions
possible. Now we would say that a man
cannot operate in a bio box unless he is 21
years of age. That is modified by the pro-
vision that a special or limited permit might
be given to him. That provision reads
that Regulation 86-

Is inmended by adding after the word
''years'' in line two, the words ''but the
Board may issue a restricted permit to a per-
son under the age of 21 years entitling him
to operate until he attains such age provided
such person has qualified by examination."

If he has qualified by examination, and has
gone through the necessary tests, his age
should not be allowed to stand in his way,
and he should be given the permission on
a permanent basis. I come now to Regula-
tion 104 which provides for penalties for
certain o~ences. It states-

Tme license or permit of any cinematograph
operator may be suspended or revoked by order
of the Board if-

Then the words of the existing regulation
al-c struck out and the provision is made-

(a) he has been convicted of any offence
against this Part of these regulations; or

(b) his physical condition is such as to
render him incapable of carrying out the duties
of a cinematograph operator in a competent
manner.

Who is more capable than the owner of
the machine as a judge of that? Surely
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the man whose income depends on the ma-
chine is not likely to allow an incompetent
person to handle it, or one whose physical
condition will not allow him to operate it
properly. I hope the House will leave that
power in the hands of the employer. If
the employee has been convicted of an of-
fence against this part of the regulations
he is to have his license cancelled. This
House should not agree to anything that
would handicap a man in the earning of his
living, which this provision would do.
Regimentation of the people is a serious
handicap to the progress of Australia and
while we have the chance in this Chamber
we sh ould do nothing to encourage it.
If we are to have such a provision
we ,might with equal justification say
that no wvoman shall use a flat-iron that is
electrically heated unless she has first
passed an examination. There are more
deaths caused by electric irons than by any
of the appliances mentioned in these regu-
lations.

Hton. A. L. Loton: What about electric
razors?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: People
have been killed through the use of electric
razors, but I have not heard of anything
so serious with regard to cinema operators
even though they may not have been
licensed under these regulations.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: They are capable.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Are
those who use electric razors required to
have a license?

Hon. El. H. Gray: They would kill only
themselves.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Are
people required to have requisite qualifica-
tions before they can use electric irons?

Hon. El. H. Gray: But they would kill
themselves only should an accident occur.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That
would apply to anything happening in the
operating box.

Hon. E. H. Gray: A fire in the operat-
ing box might burn the place doown.

The Honorary Minister: Yes, it might
burn the whole show.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Surely
members know that the Public Health De-
partment has controlled these matters over
the years. I suggest that the Honorary

Minister has not heard of any place in
Western Australia that has been burnt
down because of a fire in the operating
box.

Hon. G. Benrietta: Because capable men
are employed there.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That
is 50.

Hon. G. lHennietta: And why take that
right awvay from them?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
whole position has been properly super-
vised tinder the Health Department. As
a matter of fact, in a country town I saw
a live wire make contact with a film and
although the operator was not qualified
under these regulations, he dealt with the
Situation and no-one knew that anything
had happened. Films are highly inflam-
mable and despite that, I havenot heard of
one instance of anything better being
achieved because of the passing of regula-
tions such as those under discussion. Let
the members of the Electricity Commission
get on with the big job they have in hand
and provide cheap electricity, particularly
for the people in the country areas. Why
not let these pettifogging details go by the
board? We should aim at big men for big
things, and leave little men to deal with
little things. I hope the House will agree
to the disallowance of these regulations
and I move accordingly.

On motion by Hon. H. Hearn, debate
adjourned.

BILL-NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING

MATERIALS CONTROL.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture, resolved:

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable tho Bill
to be passed through all stages at any one
sitting.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Thirteenth Day.

Debate resumed from the 31st August.

HON. c. F. BAXTER (East) [5.22]: I
regret that the President is not in the Chair
this afternoon and I hope be has not been-
stricken down as I was five or six weeks
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;- I certainlY trust that his, illuese. i-, of
a temjporary nature only. I join with others
who have congratulated the President onl his
eseellent win at the election that resulted in
his return to this House and I am pleased
that he has received the approbation of menm-
hers generally in his re-election to the Chair.
At the same time I must confess we feel the
loss of Mr. Seddon fromt the floor of thle
House. He certainly is doing excellent work
as President, hut hie was a wonderful asset
to us as a private member. His analytical
mind when dealing with financial matters
made him extremely helpful. We ceirtainly
miss him in that respect, but possibly he.
maky find his present position somewhat more
congenial.

With others, I congratulate Sir Frank Gib-
son and Sir Charles Latham on their being
honoured by His Majesty the King. As
other members have referred to the work
they have carried ouit, I shall not farther
comment on that phase. I congratulate those
members who secured re-election and also
welcome the three newcomers to the Chamn-
ber. Judging by their speeches so far, we
can look forward to useful work from them
-ji the near future. At the same time, n
feeling of regret is engendered by the know-
liedge that some who have sat with us for
many years have gone by the way.

Among them is Sir Hal Colebatch who
has had a very varied careen. He was a
member of this Chamber for two years be-
fore I took a seat here and for years we
were eolleagues as representatives of the
East Province. We sat together in three
different 'Ministries, le was away from
Parliamnirt for some time occupying jar

iportant positions elsewhere and ultimately
was re-elected to this Chamber. He hats led
a most useful life and had vast experience.
le had a wealth of knowledge and was a
most fluent speaker. We certainly miss himl
from our midst. Thea there was our old
colleague who at times created some anpise-
ment in this House. I refer to Mr. Williams.
That gentleman certain)l'y had his use in this
Chamber. No-one here could excel. him in
knowledge of industrial legislation and he
wvas of great assistance in that respect. He
was fearless politically and apparently that
was his undoing. There are times when a
man may have an open fearless mind, but
it does not always do to express his views.

Comning now to the Speech delivered by
His Excellency the Governor, I noted that
references were made to the creation of the
Department of Supply and Shipping. If
there was one avenue of Government work
trom which I would not expect much, it was
in that respect.

lion. (1. Fraser: You have not been dii-
appointed there.

lion. C. F. BAXTER : I in sorry to
differ from the hon. member. I certainly
have been disappointed in some 1reHl1Cts, bat
not with regardl to the Honorary Mini~tey
and I think that Mrs. ('ardell-Oliver has
done excellent work in her administration of
that department.

Hon. 0,. Frasen: Figures do not bear that
statement out.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 am not con-
cerned with figuresi, but rather with facts.
Take the position regarding deck space oin
ships from the Eastern States. There are
factories here that employ a large number
of people. Members are fully aware that
although man 'y efforts have heen made ini
that direction, we have not always been able
to compete with the Eastern States on a
successful basis. That has been largely doe
to a lack of raw material. Sev eral time-,
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver, in her capacity as Hon-
orary Minister for Supply and Shipping, has
been able to relieve the situation to a marked
degree. Every time she has been approached
with a view to securing deck space for
necessary cargoes, she has been successful
within a reasonable time in obtaining the re-
quired space to enable the essential com-
modities to be conveyed to Western Aus-
tralia. 13y that means she has been able to
keep the factories operating and many people
in continued employment. In that dire-
tion her work has been very useful indeed.
I regret that some members have sought to
ridicule her work, but the administration of
her department has turned out to be very
satisfactory. The appointmeant of, Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver ats Honorary 'Minister for
Supply and Shipping was an excellent one.
I gertaialy disagree with those who are al-
ways trying to castigate her. There is no
justification for such an attitude and those
concerned knowv nothing about the position.

The reference to the golimining industry
in His Excellency's Speech supports the
Governmnt4's action in endeavouring to
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maintain the mines in operation and in en-
deavouring to secure assistance from the
Commonwealth Government. There is 0o10

way only in which the goldmining industry
can be assisted and that is by the provision
of finance. If the mines were allowed to
languish and go out of production, it would
be a poor lookout not only for Western
Australia but for the finances of Australia
-is a whole. The Government has en-
deavoured to induce the Cbiiiey Labour
(iovernment to assist the industr.y with
C1oawealth funds and to help either by
increasing the price of gold or in some
other way. Beyond promising assistance
to marginal mnes for a. period of six
mionthis, the Commonwealth Government
has done little, and the State Government
can do no more in that respect.

I was impressed by a statement regard-
ing prospectors that I read a little while
ago. As members will agree the pros-
pectors constitute ai very important sec-
tion of the community. Practically speak-
ing it can be said: N0 prospectors, no new
mines. When I read a statement by a man
who holds a high position-I shall not men-
tion the name but I can give it to the Hfon-
orary Minister in private if he so desires-
to the effect, after he had been requested to
lend assistance: "Oh! no, let them go and
get work on the mines." I wag amazed. What
ridiculous advic to give to prospectors,
men whose lives are wrapped up in pros-
pecting for gold. As a matter of fact the
existing system with regard to prospectors
is absolutely wrong. What do we do? A
man goes out prospecting and possibly is
lucky in striking payable gold. He applies
for a lease and then we charge him £1
per acre per annum for ground that
is absolutely useless to him unless he can
get more gold from it. Then we c~harge
him a survey fee.

Surely that is a miserable way of treat-
ing men wvho go out into these areas pros-
pecting for gold. The question may be
put: How can we avoid making those
charges if wve are to protect the Ainnnces9
That difficulty is easily overcome. I think
we should dispense with the rental and suir-
vey fee and then after allowing the pros-
pector a certain number of ounces, to ap-
ply a tax on the gold. The only sound way
of encouraging the prospecting industry is
to adopt that principle. We should give
every assistance possible to encourage the

prospector to go out and find more gold.
I do not say that we should pay the men
as has been suggested in some quarters be-
cause I think that is very often fatal.

lion. U. Beunetts: Do you know that
some of them have had their sands tied
up for four years and could not get any
money advanced against those sands?

lon. C. F. BAXTER: I know: I do not
propose going into that side of the ques-
tion. How many times have we heard of
prospectors who through the want of a few
pounds only-it- is marvellous how little
they can live on and continue with their work
-have to give up their effort and secure
work so that with the wages earned they
can get together a fewv more funds
with which to resume their prospecting.
Iii the meantime others may come along
and continue where the prospectors have
ceased operations and frequently strike
payable gold. Thus others benefit as a
result of the prospectors' initial efforts.
That happens lall because a prospector
may have to pay, say £24 per year, which
lie cannot raise-24 acres would be the
least area that he would in all prob-
ability require-and cannot continue his
work until he earns the necessary money.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Do you know that
if the prospectors are in receipt of the old
age pension or a military pension the Gov-
ernment will not help them?

Eton. C, F. BAXTER: I certainly agree
that the Governmert is rather niggardly
in that respect because there is no finer
type of man in Australia than the pros-
pector. If there is any, I would like to
knowv more about it.

Hon. G. Bennetts: They do not ask for
anything unless they are really in need of
it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: As indicated in
His Excellency's Speechk the housing-
problem constitutes a major question. Every
man desires to own his own home. Under
present-day conditions, with the prevailing
rates of wages and the high cost of living,
no man who works for wages or salary
has any chance of paying off his home flur-
ing his lifetime. This is regrettable, but
something we must face up to. In thiA
respect, it is interesting to note the inai
creases in wages over a short period of
years. Let us analyse the wages paid under
th~e building trades award for 1930 and the
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wages being paid in 1948. The award covers
bricklayers, carpenters, painters, plasterers,
plumbers and stonemason;, all of those
workmen -who actually are engaged in the
,erection of a building; hut we must also
take into consideration all the other
-workers who supply the materials necessary
for buildings. At the 30th September,
1939, the carpenters were paid-

£ e. di.
Basic wage
Margin
Holidays
Lost time
Tool allowance

Total..

As at the 21st May, 1948,
were paid-

Basic wage
Margin -

Holidays
Lost time
Tool allowance

Total .

42 2
18 6
04 3
06 0
01 0

6 111

the carpenters

£ a. ai.
5 15 9
23 6
0 60
06 0
0 10

8 12 3

That represents an increase of 41-21 per
cent. All the other tradesmen I have men-
tioned have received virtually the same in-
crease, although there may he a difference
of a few pence here and there. The cost
of erecting houses has practically doubled
in a period of nine years. This is regret-
table and surely we can find a cheaper way
of building- homes. Members will recall that
there was a demonstration of cement bricks
in Parliament House grounds. I had the
pleasure--I emnphasise the wvord "pleasure"
-of seeing a building erected of those
bricks. Such a building can be put up by
any ordinary intelligent man without any
building training whatever. The building
was a model. There mnay be some draw-
backs to it, but I would like to know what
they are. The bricks have cement facings
-not that the cement is necessary, it is to
make them more attractive-and I fail to
see why they should not be used. I feel
sure in my own mind that homes erected
of such bricks would involve only half the
cost of the building now being constructed.
What is holding up their use'? I have heen
informed that a layman erected a house
for himselfwith these bricks in four days.
Evidently, their use would relieve the hous-
ing position tremendously.

References have been made to the danger
of Communism. In fact, such statements
are made every day. Some people are
urging the State Government to take action
against these disloyalists. No doubt the
Government is keeping a watchful eye on
communists, but in my opinion it is up to
the State Government to force every gov-
ernment employee to sign a declaration to
the effect that he is not in any way as-
sociated with Communism. Surely that is
not too much to ask of a public servant.
Beyond that, I cannot see what the State
Government can do in this connection.
However, the position cells for immediate
action by the Commonwealth Government.
So far as I can see, communists have little
to fear from Mr. Chifley, judging by his
actions,

Recently there was a discussion on Com-
munism in the Commonwealth Parliament,
but Mr. Chifley did not make the slightest
attempt to answer the charges then made.
He side-tracked them. For what reason? Is
it for the votes he thinks he will get froni
the communists? Does he not realise the
danger to Australia? Australian industry
has suffered considerably by upheavals
many of which can he traced to commun-
istic control of unions which aire out to de-
stroy democracy and undermine British
control. They are a menace to the British
dominions, and if another war is forced on
us, we shall have to fight the enemy within
Australia. Australia has a buffer in the
islands to. the north, which are being
thrown to the wolves. We must secure the
co-operation of the peoples of those islands.
But the communists' efforts directed to-
wards the dangerous Malayan trouble have
exposed over 1,000 Australian nationals,
whose assets are worth £6,000,000, to grave
danger.

This has an exceedingly bad influence
on Australian personnel working on
Australian-owned tin dredging properties
and rubber plantations and who include
men, women and children, some of whom
have been murdered. The assets consist
mainly of a number of costly tin d!-edgem
which, to replace, would be worth at !east
£20,000,000. They would probably cost
much more than that now, while the delay
in rehuilding them, if destroyed by the
terrorists, would set the dredging industry
back at least 10 years. The communists' de-
sire is to aid Chinese communists to murder
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these people and destroy their assets. Surely
they ar entitled to look to their own counl-
try for encouragement and assistance. But
the power-drunk Chifley Government has
been very tardy in rendering them assis-
tance. A short time ago, the communist
paper-the "Tribune" -told Mr. Chifley to
-slhut uap about Berlin." It has since gix-on
him direct instructions about M1alaya. An
editorial in the "Tribune," uinder date of the
17th Jutly-the "Tribune" is the leading
c10inm1f11iiist paper-eon tainsm this znhdleading
statement-

What else can freedom-loving Australians do
but support the struggle of the Mnlayan
people for national independence nnd a higher
standard of life?
Rarely have I read a more blatant piece of
distortion than the paragraph I have cluoted.
This alleged struggle of the Malayan people
is, in fact, a terrorist conspiracy organised
and carried out by Chinese communists.
Malays as well as British people have been
murdered. In a word, communist-hired assas-
sins are murdering indiscriminately not to
liberate the Malayan people hut to destroy
the authority and influence of Britain and
the British Commonwealth in South-East
Asia. It is vital to the national interests of
Australia and the Empire that communist
terrorism should be put dowvn in Malaya.
Assume, therefore, that the Commonwealth
Government agrees to sell arms to Malaya.

What happens next'? The secretary of the
Seamen's Union, Mr. Elliott, supplies us
with the answer. He tells us that his uni
would boycott any vessel carrying arms, and
with this he couples the threat that the boy-
cott would be as effective as the boycott of
Dutch ships to Indonesia. That, in itself,
should be no great obstacle. If the Govern-
ment decides to send arms to Malaya, these
can be carried by the Navy. But the impli-
cations of Mr. Elliott's threats are more
ominous. The Dutch boycott by Australian
trade unions, and the threat of a boycott of
ships carrying arms to Malaya, make it per-
fectly clear that wherever there is a conflict
between the interests of international Com-
munism and the national interests of Auis-
tralia, the Australian Communist Party is
not oin Australia's side. In support of that
statement, I point out that early this year
the commiunisits; held a meeting at Cowra,
New South Wales. At that meeting a com-
munist organiser, Freda Broun, stated-

We o-we no loyalty to the Throne. The
Communist Party would support Russia if it
were lighting a war with America.

At the same meeting, Comrade Dixon, an-
other leading communist, said-

We need victory because we can then set
on our task of transforming Australia into
the Soviet State of the South Seas.

This gives us a fair idea. what the role of the
Australian Communist Party would be if
the present conflict between Russia and the
Western Powers developed into open war.
What the nation has a right to know is how
the- Commonwealth Government intends to
counter the increasingly hostile anti-British
and an 'ti-Australian challenge of the Com-
munist Party in this country. Mr. Chifley
and his Government, by their attitude, are
giving the communists every encouragement.
fle side-tracks all discussions and thus
fosters this disloyal body. Let us hope that
in the near future he will see daylight. It is.
the bounden duty of every Australian t&
make himself acquainted with the aims of'
the communists and their power over trade
unions and to realise the peril in which our
freedom lies. Furthermore, it is the bounden
duty of the Commonwealth Governent to
han the communist organisation.

1 am alarmed at the extensions of -motor
transport which hare been made and at the
further extensions which are apparently be-
ing plannedl by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways in respect of road transport for both
passengers and goods. I do not know the
exact number of new bus runs which have
heen commenced by the Railway Depart-
ment, buit quite a number have been opened
up in the South-West from Perth to Bun-
bury and from Bunbury to various other
places in thle South-West and the metro-
politan area. For example, the Commis-
sioner of Railways in his report for the year
ended the 30th June, 1947, under the henrl.
lug "Road Services," says--

On the 16th December, 1946, the Perth-
Kojonup road passenger service was extended
and increased. Twice weekly the route, in'stead
of beIng via Boddington, is now via the main
road with an extension to Craubrook, and the
third service is via Boddington to Kojonup.
Additional service is- provided twice weekly
Perth-Williams via Boddington and Quindain-
ning, specially tabled on the week-einds to suit
the convenience of the many workers at Bad-
dington.

Results of working this service were:-Pns-
sengers carried, 10,085; gross earnings, £8,357;
working expenses (excluding indirect charges),
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running £2,716, maintenance £1,296; total,
£4, 012. Interest and depreciation totalled
£69, leaving a net return, excluding overhead
and indirect charges, of £3,680.

Further, extensive plans for road services
radiating from Bumbury have been in exist-
ence for a considerable Lime, and have only
becen prevented from implementation by the
delay in getting suitoble vehicles. At time of
writing this report, railway road services are
now operating from Bunbury to Busselton,
Caves House and Collie, and additional ser-
vices will be provided as vehicles come from
the body builders. Delivery of units on order
has commenced, and should continue regularly
at the rate of approximately two per month.

A road passenger service was introduced on
the 10th September, 1946, between Northam
and Spencers Brook to replace the connecting
train service. On Mondays an extension to
Toody-ay and Clackline operates to provide a
return week-end service connecting with a main
line train at tile latter place. In addition the
vehicle is also used -as a school bus between
Mokine, Muresh and Northern under contract
with the Education Departmnent.

Delivery of the two Australian designed and
built ''Cheetah'' buses referred to in the pre-
vious report should be effected towards the end
of 1947. These wvill be additional to the one
of similar type commissioned since the 30th
June, 1947, and now operating.

During the year the departnient extended its
activities in the road transport of goods. To
improve the transport of perishables a road
truck service between Perth and Kojonup w'as
inaugurated on the 19th Ay, 1947. in addi-
tion, on the 5th May, 1947, by arrangement
with the W.A. Newspapers Ltd., the transport
of newspapers between Perth and Fremantle
daily by motor truck was instituted; this has
since been followed by similar services to
Northamr, Toodyny, Sunbury, with extensions
to Pemiberton and "Margaret River, and Narro-
gin, with extension to Albany on Mondays.

The Department proposes to extend its road
I ran.port activities both in respect to pas-
qengers and goods, and at present considera-
lion is beinig given to various projects ini this
regard,

From this report it is apparent that the
department is in favour of Government-ruan
mtotor services, which no Government should
attempt unless private enterprise will -not,
carry them out. The report of the recent
Select Committee of the Legislative Council
onl the "Landliner" and "Cheetah" omnibuses
affords some illuminating information on
the unbusinesslike manner in which such
buses were purchased and operated by the
Rail way Department, The Commissioner
of Railways hans his hands full in attending
to the railways, and this question of road
transport could well be left to private enter-
prise, except in areas where private services

could not operate. New bus runs which
have been inaugurated by the Tramways
Department are-

Perth to Maylands.
Perth to Canning Bridge.
Perth to Jolimont.

A Government has run has also teen put
into Mt. Hlawthorn in lieu of the tram ser-
vice, and a similar bus run is contemplated
from the Nedlands jetty into Perth, via
Subiaco, This latter run will be in lieu of
the Nedlands tram service, which runs from
the Nedlands jetty to Keighticy-road,
Subiaco. It is childish to abtenipt to justify
these Government runs by asserting that the
traniways must be protected. Once a tram
service has been discontinued, the capital
sunk in the tramline is lost and gone for-
ever, and I question the policy of the heavy
empendiiture of further loan moneys in
running Government bus services over these
disused tramlines,

Take the Mt. Hawthorn Government bus
run, for example. It is probably being
run at a loss, On the other hand,
if it were being conducted by private
enterprise-and the nalural operator for
that particular run would be the Sear-
horough Bus Company whioh conduots many
runs in that district--the Government wou~d
he showing a clear profit of 6 per cent, on
the gross earnings from that run--and this
without the outlay of any capital at all.
Similar considerations obtain with respect
to the proposed Government bus run from
the Nedlands, jetty. The logical operator
for that run is hie United Bus Co. which has
a netwvork of routes through that district.
Here again it would be good business for
the Government to allow a private operator
to work that run and for the Government to
collect 6 per cent, of its gross takings in-
stead of laying out large amnounts of loanL
moneys in the purchase of new buses, and
then running them at a hiss, in addition to
having to meet the interest on such loan
moneys.

I do not believe that any Government
could run buses as efficiently and eco-
nomically as does private enterprise. In his
speech on this debate, Mr. Walson pointed
out that last year the Government-owned
tranmwavs, trolley biters and omnnibuses in
the metropolitan area- sustained a loss of
Z111,0000 with a gross revenue of about
half a million pounds. The privately-owned
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bus services had a gross revenue of about
the same amount, and ont of thir opera-
tions the Government made a. clear profit
of over £30,000 by way of the licence fee of
6 per cent, on their gross takings. This is
over and above the £10,000 or thereabouts
which the private buses pay by way of
ordinary traffic licence fees. And let us
not forget that the private companies can-
not juggle as they like with their fares
because they are controlled by the Govern-
ment. I heartily endorse Mr. Watson's
suggestion that it would be a good proposi-
tion for the Government to cut its loss and
save the outlay of much fresh additional
capitai by restricting its own services and
allowing privite enterprise to expand on
A basis which will ensure the Government
a certain profit of 6 per cent. on the gross
takings of the privately owned buses.

I not ice from a report in "The West
Australian" for last Wednesday of the pro-
ceedings of the Loan Council, that Western
Australia's loan programme of £6,246,000
has been substantially cut. That loan pro-
gramme included the proposed expenditure
of £200,000 on tramway buses. I trust, -that
this suggested expenditure will form part
of the proposed loan expenditure which will
not be proceeded with. In thle present con-
dition of our finanices, we cannot afford to
increase the State's indebtedness and its
interest bill by spending huge sums of loan
moneys on losing propositions whirh could
well be handled by private enterprise. To me
the policy appears to her--motor -transport
and no consideration for the railways.
Whilst there mnay be instances where it is
neessary to provide motor services, every
consideration should be given to the rail-
waits, which, necessarily, must be a Govern-
mient concern. But, wherever possible,
motor transpOrt should be left to private
enterprise.

No Government department can run such
undertakings as motor services. The ramifi-
cations must he and are cumbersome, and
Government-owned services must necessarily
be much more expensive than those controlled
by bus-iness management which gives closer
and more careful attention- Ia this respect
I might say that we have only to look at
the state of our railways to see their Shock-
ing neglect, whieh is not the fault of -the
Commissioner or his officers-we cannot
blame them because they have not had the
money with which to do anything-but of

eaeh successive Government. While some
of the engines are 50 years old, most of the
others are about 30, with a few, but not
many, not so old. They have stood the test
of 30 to 50 years. The life of a motor bus,
assuming it is controlled by someone in-
terested in it, and not by a Government de-
partmnent, is about a quarter of that. We
cannot expect personal attention with a
Government seri-ce.

Hon. L. A. Logan: We should.
FHon. C. IF. BAXTER: I have run Gov-

ernment trading concerns, and I know how
difficult it is. If I could run them as com-
mercial. concerns are conducted in Perth, they
wvould be a different proposition from what
they are. Who is going to take an interest
in a Government concern as we know is
done with a commercial undertaking? The
care of a motor vehicle should be in the
hands of one person. The omnibus com-
panies invariably give a bus to one man
who is responsible for it, and be sees that
the vehicle is kept up to standard. But
what would we find in ten years' time with a
Government bus service? The position
would be worse than it is iii the railways to-
day. We should be very wary about this
policy. The Government should, take the 6
per cent., which is a very heavy imposition
on the gross takings of the bus companies.

The Lient.-Governor's Speech contains a
reference to Wnndowie, from which it would
appear that the Government expects wonder-
ful things from operations there, but, I won-
der. *I have heard some very bud reports
of _Wundowic, but I do not intend to deal
ith them. The output is stated to bre 20

tons of iron per week. It would be interest-
ing to know the weekly cost. I do not know
ftc~ price of pig iron, but if we assume it
is £7 a ton, that would mean there would
be a revenu e of £C140 a week fro m the pro-
duction at Wundowic, hut the costs would
ha twice or three times that sum. Again,
what is the quality of the product?

The Honorary Minister: The quality i.4
aill right.

Ron. C. F. BAXTER: That has to be
piroved.

The Honorary Minister: I have checked
oin that.

Hion. Ls. Craig: It is very good indeed.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- There is the dis-

tillation side of the industry, and we should
tread very warily in that respect. I do not
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know what is going io happen to the dis-
tillation process which, I have always felt,
was put in at Wundo~ic in order to save
face in connection with the enormious ex-
penditure on the charcoal iron section. As
at matter of fact, charcoal iron has gone
out in other countries long ago. There iR
at reference in the Speech also to Lake
Chandler. The Government expects that
the new experiment -will be successful, but
as far a- I know it is not. What is going
to be the result of the industry there? Why
dlid the previous Government purchase it
from a private company and saddle the
present Administration with it? I hope
both tbese industries wvill be successful
but I am very doubtful. In any ease,
even if they are not, this Government should
not be blamed, because it has been loaded
with them and cannot get rid of them. I
do not like to see these undertakings being
continued at a loss.

I wish to conclude my reniar k by compli-
menting the present Government on its stand
for State rights. Ever since the Govern-
went took omeec, it has asserted the rights
of this State, and I feel it will continue to
do so. Western Australia is a long way
behind heeause of Commonwealth encroach-
ment on State rights, and I' was please4
to see that Mr. MHenzies recanted, after
many years, by saying that he did not be-
lieve in Commonwealth control. Mr. Chifley
called M1r. 'Menzies a chameleon because
he had changed his colour, hut Mr. Men-
zies had done so only as to his opinion
that Australia could manage better under
a Federal systemn of government.

That is very refreshing and I 'hope tbaj
members of the Liberal Party, as well as
member.-; of the Federal Country Party,
feel the same way. Each political party in
the Commonwealth sphere wants one thing.
and that is unification. This augurs badly
fr the States, especially Western Austra-
lia, which is situated so far from the seat
of government and because two States have
the majority of members in the House of
Representatives, and, consequently, control
the situation. The present State Government
is battling hard all the time to assert the
rights of the State and, while I do not agree
with some of its actions, I am whole-heart-
Plvy behind it in this respect. The Govern-
ment is gaining experience and it must realise
what it means to control the affairs of

this State, but I do feel that it is doing
a good job, and I hope it will continue tp
do so. I trust the Government wilt stand
firmi for the rights of the State against
any Commuonwealth Government which may
he in charge of the Treasury bench. I sup-
port the motion.

MHON. 0. H. SIMPSON (Central) [6.31:
At the outset of nay remarks, I desire
to say that I regret the President, Hon.
H. Seddon, is ill and is unable to he
present. I would also like to say how
much I regret the illness of the Leader
of the House, and his inability to he
in attendance. I feel sure that that is the
feeling of all members, and it is to he
hoped that these two members wvill 500mm lie
fully revovered and] able to resaume their
duties. I wish also to assq.ociate myself with
the expressions; of c-ongratulation voiced hy
other mneimers to 01(1 members who have
been returned and to the new members who
have been elected. I extend hearty conigrattu-
la9tions to the two representatives froni this
Chamber on whom have been conferred
Royal honotirs. I join with you, Mr. IDeput 'v
President, in saying that I think these Royal
honours have ai vr'y definite value. They
not only reflect credit on those who have
received suchb distinctions, hut also reflvct
distinction on the institutions with which
they are associated. I think, too, that they
convey the idea that more service at thme
hanids of those members is expected.

I aim very pleased that a suggestion which
you, 'Mr. Deputy President, made at time
close, of last sess;ion in regard to the raising
of the status of the Lieu t.-Governor,
to Governor, has been acted upon. We all
realise the distinguished service which Sir
James Mitchell has rendered to the State,
and we are all pleased that this additional
honour has been conferred upon him. One
note of regret I would like to voice is the
announcement by our old friend, Mmr. Ale
Thomson, that this will be his last ses~mon.

Hon. A. Thomson-. The next one.

Hon. C. IT. SIMPSON: Members hmave
learned to look forward with interest and
pleasure to the speeches which Mr. Thomson
has made. They are always full of meat
and are distinctly helpful to young members,
like myself, who are learning the ropeq.
The Speech of His Excellency the Lient.-
Governor is comprehensive in its survey of

842



(7 SEPTEMBER, 1948.] 4

the work done and that contemplated. It
also reveals a record of steady. progress
end a sound programme for future develop-
ment. Like Sir Charles Latham, I have
listened to the speeches of other members3
with a good deal of interest. It is casting
no reflection on the various speeches to
which we have listened to say that the
speeches of Dr. Hislop and Mr. Watson
were masterpieces and revealed very close
knowledge of their particular fields. We can
look forward to those two members being
very helpful to this House when questions
arise of which they have particular know-
ledge.

One feature of the year that impressed
meo was the activity of Ministers in visit-
ing country centres. Those visits were
very much appreciated, and, whether it is
due to those visits or not, or whether it is
due to representations made to those Min-
isters, members can tour the country and
see the very active programme of works be-
ing carried on.

Hon. G. Bennetts: We received very little
of it in Kalgoorlie and on the Goldfields.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I have not been
to Kalgoorlie, but- I am talking about a
fairly considerable portion of the State over
which I have travelled.

Hon. 0. Bennetts : The work may be in
the constituencies members of the Govern-
ment -represent.

The Honorary Minister: What about the
abattoirs I

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: Members can
see around the country progress in hospitals,
and the reconditioning of schools.

Hion. G. Bennetts: We want them badly.

Ran. C. H. SIMPSON: Some new struc-
hires are being built and where the supply
of material is not sufficient to build new
structures at present, improvements arc be-
ing effected which will enable schools and
hospitals to early on, and in the main, ef-
fectively.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: I would like to show
the bon. member the letter I received from
the St. John of God Hospital in Kalgoorlie,
for which a permit has been refused.

Hen. C. H. SIMPSON: The Government
cannot do everything at once. I am only
speaking of the centres which I have visited
and where I know there is an active pro-

gramme of work. In addition, provision has
been made for water supplies in various
centres where they have been long needed.
This will overcome their difficulties.

I also wish to congratulate the Govern-
ment on the establishment of zone district
councils in various centres. I am a firm be-
liever in the principle of decentralisation,
and I consider it would benefit the State, as
well as other States, if more power could be
delegated to local authorities. This system
of what I might call regional government,
is largely used in Great Britain and also in
America. In Britain, which has the reputa-
tion of possessing a renter respect for
law and order than any other country, Par-
liament lays down minimum standards and
many community services are undertaken by
loca. authorities, mainly, I believe, because
there the business of government has a
greater spread and more people share iii it.

The local authorities in Great Britain
handle police-that is, outside London-
public health, including hospitals, maternity
and child welfare, education, housing- and
public relief. Local authorities way also
provide purely local services, such us
museums, libraries, markets, fire brigades,
street cleaning and refuse disposal, drain-
agej sanitation and, in some cases, such pub-
lic utilities as water, gas, electricity and
transport. The 560 municipal hospitals ti
Great Britain provide two-thirds of the hos-
pitcl accommodation, and if it is true that
in a division of government authority lies
the average man's guarantee of security,
then I think that system can be said to
conform to this ideal. On the other hand,
in Australia, in our State as well as in
others, there seems to be a growing tendency
towards concentrating the power of govern-
ment in the hands of a select few and with
an ever-growing army of civil servants.
Reference was made in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech to the question of native affairs. The
Speech stated that a Royal Commissioner
had been appointed, but his report is not
yet available to the public.

The Honorary Minister: It will be, this
week.

Hon. C. H. SIPSON: We can only
judge the nature of the report from the
fairly comprehensive Press comments which
have appeared from *time to time. judging
from those reports, I should say the Coat'
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inissioner's report wvill be of eonsiderablu
value. One feature of the rel)ort which dlid
impress me was a suggestion that schools,
and collegecs for natives aiid halt-eastes
should be established. When I spoke onl the.
native question in this House about two
years ago, I pointed out that the attendance
(of native and half-caste children at State
schools did not work out as well as ntiny
plell iiiight have expected. Those children
attend school five days a week and are
tinder the influence of the teachers for only
five hours per day. For 19 hours a day,
all week-ends, holidays and days on which
they like to stay away from school, they
are subject to their home environment which,
in sonic cases, is suh-standard. This gives
the teacher little 01r no chance to do any-
thing with thein.

Dcently' I had an opportunity of visit-
ing the Beagle Bay Mission where there is
a school operating onl the lines which I
imagine the Royal Commissioner suggests.
In that school, provision has beeii made for
about 12 children, but there is room for
a larger number if the department can mnake
the children available. The children there
were happy, well-cared for and well-fed.
When the member for Irwin-Moore, and
I visited the mission, the children were sit-
ting at a table with knives, forks, plates
and so on. They have a dormitory which is
equipped with beds. The children make their
own beds and are provided with sheets and
pillow-cases. The whole place is spotlessly
clean. There is also a system of showers
in operation, and I asked the director if the
kiddies used them. He said that for a time
they did not like them at all, but once they
became used to them, they were quite popui-
lar.

Sitting .'nspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I was speaking
of the native question, the housing of natives
and their training at the Beagle Bay Mis-
sion. From my inspection I can vouch for the
fact that the conditions uinder which those
natives were being trained were in every way
excellent and we can congratulate those
responsihle on the results being achieved. I
have always contended that, if we are going
to bring the native up to white standards
and invest him with a sense of responsibility
equal to that of a white man, the only solu-

tion of the prolbleml is segregation. Whether
that solution lies in the hands of institution,
or whthler it should be undertaken by the
(loveenment, it will certainly entail the
spending of a great amiount of money. I
say now, as I (iii two years ago, that this
inoney' Should l)C mlade available Onl a (Porn1-
inonwee Ith basis and there should be at grant
onl an estimatted per capita basis of the
native population, which would enable- Wes-
ternt Australia to tackle this problem with
sonic, prospects of gecttinlg results.

I note that the Government has appointed
a Comimissioner of Native Affairs. .Jndging
by the reputation this gentleman has, I have
no doubt that hie will be able to tackle the
problem with energy and enthusiasm. At
the samev time, I should like to pay a tribute
to Mir. MeBeath who for some time acted
as Commissioner of Native Affairs, and also
to Mr. Martin, the district inspector for the
Murchison area. I had occasion to See Somec
of the work of M1r. Martin, and the plel
of that area are very pleased at the appoint
tnent that has been maLde and say they will
1)e able to co-ope~rate very well with him in
his inspectorial duties.

Honi. 0, Benctts called attention to the
state of' the House.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT- There is
a quorum preseot.

Hon. C. H4. SIMPSON: I had ain inter-
view with Mr. 'MeBeath and he impressed
ic more than any other departmental head
to whomn 1 had spoken. Ile realises that the
ramifications of the native problem are very
wide and that no haul-anid-fast plan could
be laid down for treatiag natives in the
.Kiniherleys, those who were in the transi-
tional stage from the wild state to the civil-
isat ion expected of them when they came to
town areas, andl the last class, some of whom
had been educated in the State schools and
some of whom had actunally seen service
ove-rsca. He said his policy was not to issue
regulations but rather to invite the co-opera-
tion of meii in the various centres who could
help. In that way hie was quite satisfied he
was getting- results. From the reports of
people in the back country that employ
natives I am quite sgatisfied that the system
tinder which he worked was a good one and
might with advantage be continued.

When speaking on the Address-inl-reply)
last year I dealt with the subject of migra-
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tion. I thought I had covered the subject
fairly well, had given some useful hints and
made some valuable tuggestions. Seemingly
it was not a world-shaking speech and the
Press was not interested in it because no
mention of it appeared. Unfortunately there
are not too many people who take the
trouble to read "Hansard." One thing T
stress"(l in a T-point plan I recommended
was the need for educating the public to a
realisation of the need for an active mnigra-
tion policy, its effects, its desirability and
its urgency. I listened with interest the
other night to Mr. Logan's remark that be-
fore we could embark upon a migration pro-
gramme we should attend to the needs for
water in various districts.

I agree with Mr. Logan that the provision
of a water supply for any district is an
urgent responsibility resting on the shoulders
of the Government, but I would point out
to him that oar greatest intake of migrants
occurred when the 0'oldflelds were discover-
ed. At that time our pop~ulation multiplied
3Y2 fold in the space of 10 years. There
was then no question of waiting for water
supplies to ho provided before people came
here. I contend that we have the resources
wvhich could be developed and which, if
properly presented, would form an attrac-
tion equal to gold to induce migrants to
conme here, if only we are active in that
direction.

Somle idea of the opportuni ties that await
exploitation in the far North was given by
Mr. Miles. We had an instance of what could
he done as a result of the visit of the British
Food 'Mission recently. I note with interest
the announced intention of the Government
to develop the lend around about Albany
and the contemplated programme of de-
velopmental work on the Albany Harbour
which, I hope, will have the effect of increas-
ing the population in that area very s0oon
and to a very great extent.

When I mentioned the need for educating
the public mind, this is what I meant. If
we talk of migration to the average man,
his first reaction is, "Where are you going
to get houses for migrants"? The next re-
action is, "What about jobs"T When settlers
first came to this State, there were nlo houses
for them, but they settled in and solved that
problem for themselves as they went along.
As I have already stated, when we had that
big increase of plopuilation inl a very short

time, the question of housing did not worry
the people and did not prevent settlement
from occurring.

Hon. G. Ben netts: Would they be al-
lowed to build their own houses az we had
to do when we used saplings? The pre-
sent-day restrictions would not permit of
thai'.

Hion, (7, H. SIMPSON: If the hon. memi-
ber takes into account the urgent need for
an active migration policy, he will realise
that the time may come when any Gov-
ernment will hare to ease the housing re-
gulations at present in force. The other
night I listened to a humorous broadcast
that featured a prospector going out on
the Qoldflelds to try his luck, He was
asked wvhether he had obtained a permit,
whether he had a petrol ration ticket,
whether be had a permit to make the jour-
ney. Finally, the Housing Commission
came along and said it was going to resume
the area for building houses and so he
could not go out prospecting. That was all
by way of a joke, but it certainly does, in-
dicate the length to which legislation can
go if it be carried to its ]ogical conclusion.

Last year I mentioned that Argentine
and Brazil had, over a period of 30 years,
received a migration intake of four and five
per cent, per annum. The total migration
intake for the whole of Australia is envis-
aged at 70,000 souls per annum, which is
equal to only one per cent. As I pointed
out on that occasion, those two countries
were able to accommodate the migrants
under what might be termed a scheme of
peaceful penetration. They had no over-
riding need to build uip their population in
face of a possible threat from oversea. I
think the solution wvill lie in the suggestions
offered by Mr. Calwell and Mr. Richard
Casey, namely, that the Mother Country
should transfer capital, plant and popu-
lation so as to bring about a balanced pro-
portion between the centre of the Empire
amd its constituent parts. At the moment
we are suffering from congestion at the
centre and anaemia at the extremities,

An expert named Mr. Goerke, whose con-
densed article, which I strongly commend
to the attention of members, appeared in
"The West Australian" of the 17th Janu-
ary, 1947, proved from an investigation of
migration movements over a considerable
time, that it was necessary to provide jobs
for only one-third of the incoming mi-
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grants. The other two-thirds would create problems giving concern to the department;
work and provide the labour necessary to
keep themselves employed. Of the one-
third, which was actually 36 per cent., 8
per cent. would be engaged in the task of
regulating migration movements, so that
what might be termed basic work would
need to be provided for only 28 per cent.,
or a little over one-quarter. He then stated
that as far as Western Australia was con-
cerned, it could absorb double the present
rate of intake of migrants for five years
without having to worry over the problem
of providing more jobs. The jobs were
already there. In that five years there
would be time to provide the basic work
necessary to accommodate the others corn-
ing inl.

In his speech on the Address-in-reply, the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture stated
that very little had been said about the
Department of Agriculture and added
quite logically that this probably indicated
that members generally were satisfied with
the conduct of his department- I think he
was quite right. At the same time he was
quite right in saying that the importance
of this department should be recognised.
When we consider that in the last year for
which figures are available the wealth front
primary production in Western Australia
was £32,000,000, and that by far the
greater part of it came from agriculture,
members do not need to be reminded what
that means to the State. With regard to
vegetables alone, I can give figures that
might be of interest. The actual value of
vegetable production for 1929-30 was

£75,001). For last year it was £472,000-
about six times as much. I have two matters
in connection with agriculture that I want
to dwell upon a little; but before I start I
would say that this is not in any way in-
tended as a criticism of the Minister in
charge of the, department. I know that in
these matters he thinks% exactly the same as
I do, and my purpose in saying what I have
to say is to strengthen his hand; because
undoubtedly agriculture in this. State is go-
ing to grow and expand, and we may be
called upon to give it more and very serious
considleration and build up a department,
particularly of research officers, which will
help in the exploitation of our agricultural
wealth.

I spoke last year of the problem of soil
salinity. This is one of the very important

because, of the estimated 5,000,000 acres of
cultivable land that is suitable for wheat
growing, it is considered that already
1,000,000 acres-or one-fliftb-are affected
by salt. It is further considered that unless
some solution is found, other areas affected
by salt will total another 1,000,000 acres. I
think it can be realised how important it is
first to try to save that 1,000,000 acres from
being encroached upon by salt and then, if
possible, to attempt the reclamation of the
other 1,000,000 acres which have already
gone. I want to read a report. It is not
too long, but it gives factual evidence of the
activities of one section of the community.
I would like it to be recorded in "Hansard";
because this is a problem that will demand
growing attention in the future, and I think
members should have on hand something
which will inform them and possibly induce
them to think about what is a matter of very
serious importance to the State. This is an
account of a meeting that was held in the
Bowgada hall on the 28th July, and it read
as follows:

A particularly well attended meeting of
farmers took place at Bowgada fll on 28th
July. Convened by Farmers' Union branches
of Morawa and Perenjori, farmers from More-
wit, Koolanooka, Hoivgada, and Perenjori were
in attendance to discuss the problem of salt
encroachment.

At the outset Mr. W. J. Campbell was elected
chairman, who opened the meeting by inviting
Mr. F. From, who has carried out numerous
experiments in regard to the reclamation of
salt land, to give his views on the subject.
Mr. From gave a comprehensive report of his
observations since his experiments were made
and also when inspecting reclamation work
carried ant at Hine's Hill by Mr. Whitehead.
Mr. From stated that while he considered sub-
soiling was definitely of great benefit in treat-
ing salt lands, he had come to the conclusion
that in this district, where the water table is
very high, channelling is the only possible
remedy.

Mr. Rogers agreed with the previous speaker
that channelling is the only remedy for the
salt problem in districts where our water table
is high and pointed out the disastrous effect
of a rising wvater table and the salinity of the
soil in Western Australia. Hle said thant it is
estimated that already one ,iillion acres out
of five million acres of wheatland in this
State is already salt and he considered that,
at the present rate of encroachment, thn time
is not far distant when a much bigger per-
centage of valuable wheatland will be barren
and unproductive, lIt is a well known fact
that salt invariably affects the finest of our
whestland.
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With modern machinery the work of elmin-
nelisation cnn be done quickly and compara-
tively checapl 'Y. Furthsermore, the work must
be done on a co-operative and watershed basis,
for it is useless for one property to he drained
without an outlet. It is realised that it is
the individual's responsibility to make every
effort to deal with this problem, at the same
time, we must have certain technical advice.

The speaker then paid a tribute to the officers
of the Agricultural Department in their at-
tempts to rope with the soil erosion anid salt
problems of the whole of the agricultural
areas. It was most regrettable that the Coy-
erment, of the dlay had allowed officers of thme
Department with exceptiinal knowledge and
experience i'm this problem to go to other States
without offering considerably higher salaries
as a" inducement to keep them here to co,,-
tinue thiq most uirgent work.

The chairman theni spoke of conditions on
his own property where salt water may he
found at a depth of three feet and again
emphasised thme seriousness of salt encroach-
ment. His opinion was that, knowing the
cause of the trouble to be salt water at shaillowr
depths it necessarily followed that everything
possible should be done to remove it by means
of chnnels to a depth of eight feet.

The chairman referred to a natural channel
ill the district which is no more than six feet
deep. All land adjacent to this water course
is entirely free from salt. Ditelhes had been
completed through a considerable portion of
his property but were inadequate to take the
water. Simbsoiling over 200 acres had also
been, tried with negative results.

There followed statements from farmes on
sinmilar linies and who were unanimous that
channelling is thme only remedy for salt. It
was drawn to the notice of the meeting by a
former with considerable knowledge of the
problem that this year there were ninny wheat
growers who had discovered areas of delayed
germination in land sown to wheat. His ex-
perience led him to believe that this was the
first indication of soil salinity.

Areas of salt affected land were given and
in one case as much as 1,000 acres out of a
holdinig of a1,000 acres was instancd by the
owner.

After further discussion -Mr. Rogers sug-
gested that, as the W.A. Soil Conservation Act
makes provision in Section 22 for the pro-
clamnation of soil conservation districts, the
meeting should consider writing to the chair-
man of the Central Soil Conservation Advisory
Committee that he might bring our problem
before his committee and advise uts of their
deliberations and the possibilities of having
these districts proclaimed as soil conservation
districts, when Government surveyors could
survey the areas affected and find the necessary
levels for the purpose of ehannelisation.

A committee of three were then appointed
to carry out this suggestion with authority to
call a further meeting when a reply has been
received.

I [nay ay that I have seen the chairman of
this meeting since that date. '.rI. Lundy,
who was chairman of the Soil Conservation
Board, had been communicated with and had
written a letter congratulating these people
on thei- action and promising his full co-
operation. About a fortnight ago, I went
througkq this salt-affected area and it was an
eye-opener to see how the problem has
developed. There wsas one area of about 100
acres, mid I and my friends estimated that
90 Per cent, was absolutely barren. The
farmer had ploughed it and seeded it in
the ordlinary way, and there it was with
only ten per cent. containing a crop, and a
very poor one. Tllere were only isolated
patches of barley grass-bare tufts here and
there-and Mr. Rogers said he had dis-
cussed the matter with the Agricultural Re-
search Olfier and had jokingly suggested
that if it wvere possible to cross barley grass
with bamboo-whichb is apparently salt
tolerant; it grows at the river's edge her-
we might attain something worthwhile. He
said that, to his surprise, the officer took
the suggestion seriously. He said it was
scientifically possible to develop something
along those lines.

Some years ago the departmental experts
advised that wvhen the soil became salt it
should be let go; but now they say it should
be cultivated and kept covered at all costs.
About the only thing with which it can be
kept covered is salt-hush, but as one can
only feed off that once in every five years,
it is not a payable proposition on first-clas
wheat land. It was rather curious and dis-
turbaing- to notice that it was the best of the
land that showed a tendency to hecome
salty. I saw the channel that was referred
to in the report. It is about 6ff. deep and
20 ft. wide; and where it runs along a fairly
narrow channel, one can see the soil is
fertile to the edges of the banks, and there
is good growth of wheat or grass. But
when the stream becomes sluggish and
spreads out, everywhere the water lies the
grass, and even the hust, dies.

O'le point in the report is worth com-
ment. and Lhat is the implied obligation on
the Government to try to retain our trained
officers. Those who are intereted in farm-
in- very remember that a little while ago-
the 1st July to be exact-sn article was
published in "The Western Mail" which
referred. to the comparatively low rates
paid to research experts in agriculture as
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compared with those paid to school dentists.
If members have not read that article they
will find it worth while to do so. There was
a reply from the Public, Service Gommis-
bioner, Mr. Taylor, in the issue of the 15th
July,' with the comments of the editor, who
had written the original article. I do not
want to t~gke sides on that particular ques-
tion. I know both Mr. Mallet and Mr.
Taylor and I have every respect for them,
as I think they have for each other. But I
know there is a grave need for keeping the
officers we have already got and providing
more. I ame sure -that the Honorary
Minister has the same views, As a matter of
fact, I believe, though I am not quite sure,
that action in regard to, the status of these
offleers is already under review.

It is high time the matter was seriously
considered; because, over the past few years,
we have lost several very valuable officers.
It is quite understandable that men might
want to extend their experience and go to
other States, and if men from other States
came here there could he no serious objection.
At the moment, however, it is a case of one-
way traffic, and there is no doubt that these
competent trained men, with expert know-
ledge of Western Australian conditions, are
going away and not sufficient young men
art, comning forward to replace them. At a
Foundezu' flay celebration in Geraldtou
recently, there wiere some interesting ad.-
dresses. There was one on the question of
eivies, which is a matter I -raised in my
maiden speech two years ago. One of the
local gentlemen, the deputy mayor, Coun-
cillor Shepherd, in responding to the toast
of the visitors, said-

Founders' Day presented a favourable oeppor-
tunity to vriticise as there were always in-
spmutors and departmiental oflicials present on
s;uch otwal'iim. There was insufficient teaching
in schools of the demnocratic way of life. After
they hail left school very few people knew
how to fill in an income tax formi, and party
leflltrA qickly influenced those not versed in
the intricacies of party polities. There was
generally it marked indifference on the part
of young, penple to participate in public, life
and this wag illustrated locally by the diffi-
culty esperienced. in getting people to offer
their svr%-ii4 as councillors. Apparently schools
did nut train young people to accept responk-
sible po0 linits. 'Many left equipped withi a
certain degree of education and eager to find
an' t3ay way of life. MNost sought positions
where they did not hare to think. They just
aiined to hold out their hands on pay days.

That is a serious indictment. I think mo!
of us agree it is not very -wide of tbe marl
It has been tauntingly said to me on moi
than one occasion over the past year thm
quite a lot of electors in the metropolite
area do not know their province member
I will go further and say that many electoi
do not -know even their own Assembl
members, or electorates.

Hon. G.-. Bennetts: They do, in th
country areas.

Hon. C. H. SJIMPSON: From about 2
wyears' experience as pn electoral ofier,
know that many of the travelling publi
who lived for some time in certain area
came to me, and it was the exception rathe
than the rule for them to know the elet
torates for which they were enrolled, o
who was the member representing them.
wvonder how many men in the street toda
could tell one offhand the names of thre
Ministers in the present State Cabinet, an
their jobs, or the names of three Federv
Cabinet Ministers and their jobs.

Hon. G. Bennetta: Our newspapers hay
given them plenty of that lately.

Ron. C. H1. SfIPSON: There would h
few who could tell the number of member
in t~he Upper or Lower House, either Stat
or Federal. In the early days of the was
when the initial contingent of American:
came to Western Australia, some of tbei
number were picked out to look over Par
liament House. The present Minister fo.
Housing told me that they diplayed a keei
interest in the House and seemed readil:
to understand the explanation given of ou
parliamentary system. In return, oni
young man of about 18 or 19 years, of agi
gave a really excellent exposition of thei
system of electing their President, xvhieh
a complicated business. Mr. 'Meflonali
said to him, "I suppose you have given thii
a special study," hut he replied, "No, thi;
is taught in all our schools and is part o
our programme of eivics.11

I have here the curriculum of our pri
mary schools, which is applied to our 'Stat
School system. It was publIished in 1934
and for some reason-prohably a goni
reason-it has not been amended, fhoigl i
is in use at the present time. It Usi an im
portant book, because it is an insi metior
to the iustrucetors. In this volumec of 37
pages 112 pages are devoted to English, 7E
to arithmetic, 54 to geography, 21) to health
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12 to music, 9 to history, 8 to drawing, 6
to needlework and 2 to civics. It has been
mentioned by members on both sides of the
House, both here and in another place, that
civics is an important subject for younger
folk, in particular, to take up. I have
already mentioned the lack of knowledge,
on the part of grown-ups, about things we
think they should know. It may be said
that if they do not know them, we cannot
expect it of the rising generation. It is
because the rising generation does not ap-
pear to have that knowledge that we feel
there should be something in the school
syllabus to provide what is obviously lack-
ing.

Although the curriculum contains a re-
ference to civics, it is very brief, and so
little emphasis is placed on that subject
that apparently the teachers do not think
it is of much consequence. I would sug-
gest that something along these lines be
adopted-

(1) That scholars should be taught a sense
of Jaw and order, obedience to law and the
principle that laws are framed for their pro-
tection; that law has ain ethical base and a law
that is morally wrong cannot be legally
justified.

(2-) The principles of government,' the
machinery of government, enmbracing tlc local
State, Federal and Imperial relationships.

(3) A working knowledge of the functions
of the principal parliamientary figure;, the
Governor, the Premier, Cabinet Mfinisters, the
Leader Of the Opposition, the President of
the Council, and the Speaker.

Hon. E. IfL Heenan: But the children
are at school only until they are 14.

Hlon. C. TH. SIMPSON: Another heading
should be-

(4) Tuition in a senior class in public speak-
ing, clas;s debates and model Parliaments.

I have mentioned tha t because it seems
to have been wholly omitted from the cur-
mielumn now heinz used. The children of
today will be the citizens of tomorrow, and
theirs -will be the responsibility of electing
future legislators. Hf they are not given
tuition along the lines I have mentioned
we will, u-hacver results accrue, have only
ourselves to blame,

Hon. E. M. Heenan! Is not the answer to
be found in extending the school-leaving
age for a couple of years?7

H~on. C1. IT. ST-'IWPSON: That might come
into it. if there were an indication from
Parliament that something of the kind was

necessary, it could he followed up by the
experts of the Education Department, who,
I thirnk, are capable of doing it. Some indi-
cation should be given that we desire the
youth of tomorrow to be trained for the job
that it will be called upon to do. In this
book-it is an excellent book on the whole
-there are two paragraphs that I find
rather disturbing, and I think they may
disturb other members. They appear on
page 131 and read as follows:-

In these days of gradual socialisation of
essential services and common relations, the
preponderance of social studies in our curri-
culum needs no justification. But we cannot
too sedulously guard against the common error
of attributing to them an inherent value tran-
scending the utilitarian demands of the present-
day community. This is an age of scepticism
if not iconoclasm. No institution is too sacred
or too venerable to be challenged, Democracy,
even in its strongholds, is upon trial; the
institution of private property is under im-
peachment, and the upstart principle of free
con tract is already convicted and under sen-
tence. Education, too, must be judged in
terms of its social significance, end thie social
studies have failed lamentably in their purpose
unless they are related to the contemporary
life (if the community in all its aspects. This
is readily conceded in theory, and the fact that
practical achievement fails short of the goal
is largely due to a failure to apprehend the
significance of social phienomena. Indeed the
social milieu has become so complex that it
is only through the eyes of an expert that we
canl approximate to a unified view of con-
temporary social process. It takes some time
for the results of scientific research to per-
meato the common conscience, but this doem
not exeuso members of the teaching profession
from an earnest endeavour to interpret eon-
tempo rary social phenomena and from doing
all ini their power to curtail the inevitable social
lag.

Social education emphasises the importance
of active and willing ca-operation on the part
Of the iildividunl in effectively meeting thme
great human needs. Onl the ability and the
drL-ire of members of the eminmnnrity to co-
operate with one another for the common good
rest thme very foundations of our social struc-
ture. Furthermore, 'without the general spirit
of co-operation, the individual cannot fully
realise his possibilities; in other words hie can
find the opportunity of a full development of
his powers only by co-operating with others:-
Apart f rum society the individual is an ab-
straction. The importance of socialisation in
any scheme of education is therefore obvious.

In those paragraphs there is perhaps quite
a lot with which we can agree. I read
them in full lest I be charged wvith separat-
ing some of the matter, to which I take
exception, from its context. If that was
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not written hr someone who was anxious
to formulate socialist prog-aganda, liy name
i., Jones Rid I am the daughter of a Swiss
admiral-which it is not and which I am
not. I would like to see the whole section
dlealing with social and moral education re-
viewed and overhauled. The many teachers
that I have known were, without exception,
earnest individuals. They were fully seized
with the importance of their job and co-
operated in the civic life of their towns.
They were assets to the community in every
possible way. They were trained thinkers
and did not accept directions froni any
source-even in the form of a syllabus
fromt headqunarters-without giving it care-
fl scrutiny. The senior officers of the de-
partment are men of sound views and comn-
nion sense, and that applies also to the
Minister for Education.

I think this syllabus has come down to us
unchanged, fromt one year to another, and
the passages to which I object have been ac-
cepted without much thought. I would rather
see in heavy type, underlined, that the guid-
ing concept of the British way of life and
administration and law is the fundamental
principle that the State exists to serve the
individual and not the individual to serve
the State. Coming now to a brighter as-
pet, my colleague Mr. Daffen gave, in his
speech, an excellent review of the history
and points of interest of the town of tier-
aldtoui, the chief centre in our province If
anyone were to visit that town, and I advise
members to do so-

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: What about
accommodation?

Hon. C. It. SIMPSON: We will arrange
it. I think anyone could do worse than
to read Mr. Daffen's speech, which affords a
fund of useful and interesting information.
It told me a lot that I did not previously
know. In conclusion I will give mnembers
one or two word pictures of the develop-
ments in country areas.

The citizens of Morawa, on the 14th July,
celebrated -Morawat Day, and invited the
Premier and a number of other prominent
citizens to be present. They provided a
plane for that purpose. They had put down
ant air strip and had built a power station,
which they invited the Premier to open.
They had built a National Fitness Centre, all
by their own efforts and with their own
funds, though they took the liberty of ask-

lag- the Government for quite a lot while
their parliamentary representatives were tt
that centre. At least they had shown that
they' were imibued with a spirit of civic
effort. That w-as demonstrated by what they
had already (lone for themselves.

The Ilonorary Minister: Who provided
t he pl1ane?

ion. C. 11. SIM1PSON:\ They provided it
anit ])aid1 for it.

lon. G. IBennetts: Did they get anything
from the Government?

Hlon. C. 11. SlIPSON: I am not pve-
pbard to discuss that, at the moment. At
the National IFitness, Centre they have in-
stalled a hand of 16 instruments which they
obtained fairly cheaply from some
regimental unit. Prior to the formation (if
the hand, nine of its 15 members did riot
know a single note of music. The olde't
member is 63 years of age while the two
youngest members are aged 13 years. They
are learning to play and are doing a fine
job. I have here thie progranime of a c-on-
(art that they atre putting on, and it is one
that members would be pleased to attend in
many much larger c-entres. I believe the
people of Morawa are on the right track.
They realise the necessity of keeping their
young people interested and satisfied with
their jobs in the country so that they will look
upon farming as a way of life and not
simply as a temporary means of filling in
time until they can find something better
to (10 elsewhere.

In another centre, Wongoondy, a hall was
recently erected. There is really no town
there in the ordinary sense of the word, and
it is a small district. The money for the
erection of the hail, which cost £600, was
collected over a period of years. The people
there are doing useful work and are instil-
ling the spirit of district interests into
young and old.

At Wiluna, which, I am afraid, is becomn-
ing one of the ghost mining towns, the
citizens are trying to reclaim what they can
from the wreckage. They bad a fine town
there with some splendid buildings, a good
water supply with a commendable syiteun of
reticulation. They are trying to establish the
Peanut industry. It is in the early stages,
but the hope is that it may develop and that
some 500 acres will be planted. That means
it may become an important factor in the
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,economy of the State. In any event, the
industry will retain in the district a number
-of people, and to that extent will relieve the
housing problem in the metropolitan area.
Again, there is a small community at
Murgoo where over the war years they
raised £:8,000 and have also collected funds
at the rate of about £400 a year for the
Food for Britain Appeal. These are indica-
tions that, as one travels through the out-
back, one finds the spirit of the real Aus-
tralia and something of the spirit of the
pioneers that has come down to us through
the years.

I will close with the story of a very gal-
lant lady I met just recently. She and her
husband have taken over a little tea-shop
in a certain country town. I knew her
twenty-five years ago, when she and her
husband went on to a station. I said to her,
"How have you been getting on T.". She said
that they had gone on to the station pro-
perty, where she was living 55 miles from
her nearest neighbour and 180 miles from
the nearest doctor. I asked her if she did
not find it lonely, She replied, "For the
first two or three years we had neighbours;
18 miles away, and it seemed as though they
could look into our back yard." She told
me that she did not feel lonely. She had
had her experiences with accidents and
troubles. There had been snake-bite, a
broken leg, a premature still-born child.
This lady carried on right through And
seemed to be proud of her experiences. At
any rate, she seemed to be quite happy. I
did not ask her why she and her husband
were not still on the station. I knew that
they had passed through a period of depres-
sed prices and there had heen several
droughts. That may have been the explana-
tion, or it may have been that their family
of five needed schooling. I did not like to
ask the reason. However, there was a
woman, perfectly happy to be in a place
like that.

While we may applaud the exploits of
our heroines in the field of athltis-I have
in mind young ladies like Shirley Strickland
and Nancy Lyons-it is people like this gal-
lant lady who displayed such a spirit of for-
titude over the years with little or no chance
of letting up, that reveal the true heroism of
our womanhood. This is the type of woman
and, in the case of the husband of the lady
I mentioned, of man that we have in the

back areas, As long as that spirit still per-
sists, I have hopes that this country of ours
will ultimately realise the destiny we all
wish for it.

Hon. G. Bennetts: If they do not get
assistance, many of them will be broken-
hearted.

Hon Sir Charles Latham: The Common-
wealth Go vernmen t does not give much help 1

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: We should en-
deavour to give all the assistance we can,
and I know that is the desire of the Gay-
ernment. I am pleased to stipport the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply,

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate
adjourned.

BILL--PRICER CONTROL.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd September.

THE HONORARY MINISTER rFB
AGRICUTURE (Hon. 0. B. Wood-East
-in reply) r8.201: I do not intend to take
up much time in replying to the debate be-
cause I hope we shall be able to take the
Bill into Committee tonight and perhaps
finish its consideration, if that is found pos-
sible. Generally speaking, I am pleased with
the reeption the Bill has received at the
hands of the House. Naturally there has
been a divergence of opinion as to how
price control should be carried on. I think
that, with the exception of Dr. Hislop, every
member realises. the importance of continu-
ing price control.

A. this statge, I shall not say that Dr.
Bislop, who has otlher ideas, is wrong hut
hp tEinks we should dispense with all con-
trols and allow the law of supply and de-
mand to work out its own destiny.
Although, as I say, I shall not at
this stage suggest that he is wrong,
it would certainly be risky for any
Government to adopt that policy at this par-
ticular juncture, in view of the shortages
that exist. We -appreciate the state of the
market and the fact that prices Are going
higher. We know that Dr. Hislop said that
America had adopted the policy he suggested
and that while prices soared immediately
afterwards, they ultimately retuirned to
something like normal. I am glad that mom-
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herLs generally agree that the control of
prites for various commodities is desirable
ait present.

Ilon. G1. Beuinctts: IDid not your party
tell the people at the elettions that their
policy was to abolish controls?

The HO'NORARY MNISTER FOR AG-
RI T LTU'RE: Definitely not. The policy
of both the Liberal P1arty and the Country
and Democratic Leagu4--l can rcfer the
hon. member to speechies delivered in the
Perth Town Hall and else where-wa s that
certain controls would have to he retained
for the tine being, with the ul~timate obje-
tive of decontrolling them by at gradual pro-
cess in, perhaps, 1950 or 1952. That "was the
policy of the Government. We also said it
was desirable that if controls wvere to be
continued, it should bie by the State and( not
by the Commonwealth. I am iii accord with
that policy. I believe that members of the
I abotir Party will, in the course of a few
rears' time, be of that opinion too. They
will then be convinced that the policy I hove
now enunciated was correct.

Hon. A. L. Loton: They are now.

The HONORARY MNINI STE R FOR, AU-
RICULTI'IE:- But they will not admit it.

Hon. G. llennetts! The Bill is not a good
start.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR AG-
RlCl'LTURF: I think it is.

Hon. 0. Fraser: You have grabbed every-
thing from the Commonwealth Government.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR AG-
RICULTURE: Mr. Thomson hit the nail
on the head when be said the Government
found itself in the position of having to do
something quickly, and this was the method
adopted.

Bion. E. 11. Heenial: There is nothing-
original in it.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is there anything
original at all in these times?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR AG-
RICULTURE: At any rate, that was just
the position in which the Government found
itself. Sonme members have suggested we
should have dealt with the matter in another
fashion. Of course, that is the same old
story used so often in this House-let. us
(10 it another way! When a Bill is intro-
dueed, we say, "Do not do it this way; do

it another wvay." I do not say that as an
retle-tion upon nmher.,, because I hay
a1dopted that course myself. At any rati
wz (10 often do it in another wvay., I we

xiIlrsed to note so much (li-trust and 4u.
Ilicion of the Giovernment, liartirulail lo
the poart of Sir Charles, Latham. IlIe wi
trus t nither the (Government nor mnyseli
11or would lie accept myV assurance thy1
this is inieiely a temporary mecasuire.

lloii. 0. Bennetts: lie knows the part
you represent.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR A(,
RICULTURE: I "'as surprised at the atti
tude of other members as well. W% hen
moved the second reading of the Bill, I g-ay
the House an assurance that the Commn
wealth regulations would be used for th
ujinimum time possible. Sir Charles Lathanl
said that the regulations could eontinu
until the Act was repealed.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham! So they coulU

The HONORARY MIINISTER FOR AG'
RICULTURE: WV admit that that is sc
but surely the assurance that I gave on be
half of the tloverynment could he aceeptes
by Sir Charles Latham, and he could trus
usc just a little bit.

Hon. E. Ts. Heenan: This House wouh(
have something to say on that point.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR AG
RICULTIRE: That is quite so. I assur
the House that I hanve seen the new rega
lotions.

Hon. G. Henrietts: But we heve not.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR AU
RICULTURE: The Attorney General ha:
informed me that they will be placed on thi
Table of the House at the earliest possibh
moment. There are many regulations an(
they could not all be included in the Bill
We do not desire to use the Commonwealtl
regulations. Why should we7

Hoin. 0. Fraser: But you are doing it

The HONORARY MINISTER FOI
AUICULTIJRE: The new regulations wil
soon he brought down and they will hi
under the State Act.

Hon. G-. Fraser: And I reckon they wil
he an instance of Tweedledum. and Tweedle
dee.

The HONORARY M1INISTER FOTF
AG-'RICULTURE: I assure the House that
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ais quickly as the Crown Law Department
can attend to the matter and the Attorney
General can do what is necessary, the
reg-ulations will be presented. What is pro-
posed is merely a transitionary arrange-
ment. Some provision had to be made for
carrying on before the change-over fromt
one Method of control to the other. If we
had attempted to amiend the Profiteering
Prevention Act, by the time this House
and another place had finished with it, we
would not bec able to recognise the mea-
sure, and it would hare meant further de-
lay.

Hon. G. Fraser: If you had adopted that
coars4e, you would hardly see any amend-
ments made to it,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AIt(ICULTURE: Some mnembers have
complained ahout the ahsence of the regu-
lations. They could have seeni them by
perusing those that were tabled in this
House or those that were placed in the
Parliamentary Library. I feel safe in as-
serting that not one nmnmber of this House
went to the library to look at those regula-
tions. It is no use Mr. Gray saying he
wished I had given him a copy of themn, be-
cauise it would not have made any differ-
ence. Sir Charles Latham told us he took
home his copy of the regulations, which I
let him have, and he spent eight hours over
them, and still could not understand them.

What chance had Mr. Gray of under-
standing them if Sir Charles could not do
soI I do not mean to cast any reflection
Upon Mr. Gray; the same remark would
apply to myself. Certainly, I did not have
eight hours to spend on thre, study of them.
I did peruse them hut, knowing that they,
were to be availed of for only a. short time,
I did not think it worth while devoting muich
attention 4ao them. Then again, Mr. Gray
said that I blamed the 40-hour week for the
spiralling of prices. I did not say any such
thing. What I said, and I think Mr. Hearn
made a similar statement in his speech, was
that we had not yet felt the full repereus..
sions of the 40-hour week.

Hon. Sir Charles Lath am: We have felt
some of themn.

The HONORARY MIN ISTJ!If FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is true.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You will get better
results from the 40-hour week.

Thre HONORARY M1INISTER FOR
AGlIICUbaTURfE: I do not think so. The
effect will he to lift prices, and then
people will have to seek a further increase
in the basic wage--and so it will go on.
Mr. Heenan went so far as to say we could
produce just as much in 40 hours as we
could in 44 hours.

Hon. E). M. Heenan: No, I did not.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I understood the hon.
member to say that, and when I interjected
asking him if a tractor could plough as
many acres in 40 hours as in 44 hours, he
said he could give an answcy satisfactory to
himself. I cannot see that any machine
could do as much in 40 hours as in 44 hours.

Hon. 0. Beninetts: It would all depend
on the driver.

Tile HONORARY MfINiSTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is not so at all.
Could a tractor speed up sufficiently to
cover the saume ground in 40 hours as in
489 r

Hon. G. Bennetts: Yes.
Hon. A. L. Loton: Don't be silly!1

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That was tried in the
Eastern States and the machines were
ruined.

Hon. E. 31. Heenan: Which would last
the better at the end of five years?

The HONORARY MWLM6ThR F0OR
AGRICULTURE:. The tractor that was
worked for 40 hours a week. But what is
the good of that? We do not desire to
take it out of the life of the machine, hut
we -want it to produce.

Hot). E. M. Heenan: What about the
human machine?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRiICULTURE: A man could drive a
tractor for 44 hours a week without it hav-
ing any more effect upon him than if he
drove it for 40 hours.

Hlon. E. M%. Heenan: That is illogical.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Not at all.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Do you know of any
farmer working only 40 hours a week?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The farmer may not, bat
shortly his employees will. I merely men-
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tioned the tractor by way of illustration.
Perhaps I know more about tractors than
about other machines. It is ridiculous to
think that we can produce as much in 40
hours with a tractor as we -could in 44. A
man using an axe might be able to feUl as
many trees in 40 hours as he could in 44,
but I am talking -about machines, and what
I say is logical.

There has been some talk about the non-
uniformity of this legislation in the various
States. I do not think that matters very
much, provided that the3Ministers controlling
the legislation act uniformly with regard to
the fixation of prices. Mr. Fraser said there
will be anomalies among the States, There
always have been anomalies, even in Comn-
monwealth legislation. For instance, the
price of meat in Sydney has for a number
of years been 6d. or 7d. per lb. higher
than in Perth.

Ron. G. Fraser: Not lamb.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. I saw lamb sellig
in Sydney at 2s. 5d. per lb., when I
believe the maximum price in this State was
only 2s., and that price was ehargod only
for a short period. Generally, it is about
Is. 5d. to Is. 7d.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Mutton chops
in Sydney were being sold at 7V/ 3 d. each.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I had a long list of food
prkos; in Sydney and they were far higher
than ours. We cannot expect 100 per cent.
uniformity throughout the States; hut it
matters not whether the Conmnonwealth or
the States are running the show, there will
not be complete uniformity. Therefore,
that is no argument against the States
atsuming price control. Mr. Fraser had
something to say abouft control from Sydney,
as there is a secretariat in that city. How-
ever, that is merely a liaison office to co-
ordinate control. It is not control in Syd-
ney. Mr. Fraser did not care for the word
"secretariat"; I do not know why or
whether he knows exactly what it means.

Ron. E. H. Gray: You are not very com-
plimentary.

The HONORARY MINISTER FORt
AGRICULTURE: I am not sure that I
know what it means. There will he two
officers in Sydney who will co-ordinate the
control, nothing more- No-one can tell me

that that is comparable with control at
Canberra.I

Ron. G1. Fraser: No, it is definitely not,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No. The hon. member
wants control from Canberra. I do not. I
consider this proposal better than control
from Canberra.

Hon. G. Fraser: I want control with one
voice.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: There will be that con-
trol, as far as is possible. Our price-fixing
commissioners will meet in Sydney with the
dbjmtA of attaining control with one voice.

Hon. G. Fraser: It might be their ob-
jective, but they will never attain it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I 'believe they will. We
must not be pessimistic. The people of
Australia said that the States should con-
t-rol prices, and we are going to do so.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And we can do so.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, in spite of the
pessimists who say we cannot. I do not
believei that this Governuient, or a
Government of any other political colour,
desires to carry on these controls indefinitely
if they are not necessary. I propose to
read to the House once again what was de-
cided at the Premiers' Conference-

It is desirable to reduce to the greatest
extent possible the incidence of price controls,
and action should betaken immedintely to
survey all existing orders with n view to their
elimination wheni such course does not inter-
fere wvith the economnic stability of the State
conce rued or of other States.

That wais a unanimous decision. I believe
it necessary to retain some controls for a
year or two or perhaps longer. No-one can
tell what the future will bring forth; but
this Bill is to continue for only 12 months,
when Parliament will have an opportunity
to review the whole situation. It may then
be found desirable to -scraip this measure
anld revert to -the Proiteering Prevention
Aot of 19-39.

Ron. G. Fraser: Why did you not go on
with the 193.9 Act?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE.- Because it was consider-
ed by those who know more about tho
matter than I do that this was the best way
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to control prices. We had -to move quickly.
and we thought this the best method of
transition-

Hon. G. Fraser: Is there a quicker method
than to use somethiag we already have on
our statute book?

The HONORARY M1INISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Gray took me to task
about something I said on wheat. He
rather misrepresented mue. He said that
I expected the price of wheat to be 20s.
per bushel, -but I did not say anything of
the sort. I seem to be in the wars lately
in regard to wheat matters; I cannot open
my month on the subject without somebody
saying I said something I did not say at
all. I know Mr. Gray would not misrep-
resent me intentionally.

I have not much more to add. There are
two schools of thought on this matter in
this Chamber. Some favour controls re-
maining for all time; otflers wanC them
abandoned as quickly as possible. I would
like to be rid of them as quickly as possible
but I assure the House I will retain them
if it is deemed advisable to do so. We do
know that miany controls will be abandoned
by the 30th September. I do not want to
force the debate through Committee, but I
hope we will gist through it as fast as we
can, as we shall he receiving a further -con-
trol Bill from another place tomorrow and,
as monmbers will see from the notice paper,
we have much business in front of us.

Hon. E. 1%!. Heenan: Do you recommend
the Bill as it is?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That will be discussed in
Committee, when the hon. member will have
an opportunity to learn what I like and do
not like about the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Diminitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.

Clause 6-Appointmeit, of Commissioners:
Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move an

amendment-
That in paragraph (a) tine words ''three

Prices Control Commsissioners, one to be

representative of the consumers selected from
ai panel of namses submitted by the State
Executive of the Labour Party, and one to
he at represenitative of manufacturing andt corn-
suereiai interests, to be selected from a panel
of names to hie submitted by the Chamber of
Co,,,,eee and the Chamber of Manuifactures.
The flovernment-appointcd Commissioner to
be the Chairman'' be struck out, and the
words ''a Prices Control Commissionser" iii-
sorted in lieu.

I dealt, with this amendment when speaking
to the second rending and indicated my
reasons for it. I do not think I can usefully
add anything further.

Hon. E. Hl. GRAY: I ans surprised that
the meyver did not give more cogent reasons
for his amendment I anticipate the Min-
ister will insist on the clause as it stands,
as all sections of the community will be well
represented.

Hon. A. L, Loton: Who is the consumers'
representative?

H~on, G, Fraser: We do not know.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: He will be elected
from among the people. The provision in
the Bill is fair and reasonable. It is a Gov-
ernment amendment made in another place.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
What!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Surely the Honorary
Minister wvould not say that everything put
before another place would be accepted
without amendment! This addition to the
Bill was made by the Minister himself.

Hon. G. AV. Miles: That is nonsense!

Hou. E. H. GRAY: I thought the sugges-
tion was put forwvard by him.

Hons. G. Bennetts: Anyhow, the majority
carried it.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At any rate, the
proposal is fair and just and should he ac-
ceptable to all parties.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I am surprised at
the hon. member trying to cut out these
other representatives, because we live in a
democratic country. A good panel is pro-
vided for here. We say we believe in
arbitration courts, and this is a sort of
arbitration court. The amendment put for-
ward by the other House is a good one. We
want the workers to be represented on this
board. If there are no boards to which
people can go, that is what breeds com-
munism.
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Hon. C. F. B3AXTER: The sponsors of
this amendment have no idea of what it
really means, How can three commissioners
affect the position beyond holding utp the
business? The price of any article is worked
out on the percentage of profit, and the
figure,, cannot lie. We in trade are not corn-
plaiming, hut at the same time we are fre-
quently delayed. If two more represent-
atives are appointed, what will be the posi-
tion? The whole of the work is machinery
work, It ;s not a matter of lpolicy, like
the Arbitration Court, and that nonsense.

Hon. E, ]N. Davies: How long has the
Arbitration Court been nonsense? . I

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We cannot apl~py
the methods, ot the Arbitration Court here,
which is what I meant by that statement.
I hope that members will support the
amendment.

Hon. E. 31. HEENAN: It certainly looks
as if the hopes of 'Mr, Baxter will he
realisedl, and that the amendment will be
earried. In spite of that pc~simistie out-
look, T intend to say why, in my opinion,
the clause as it stands -would be better than
the proposed amended clause. There have
been many abuses in price control in the
past. Many mnembers. of the public who
voted against the referendum proposals
thought that price control was to be abolish-
ed. They will be rudely awakened when
they realise that the Government is taking
over the exact situation which existed wvith
the Commonwealth, as far as regulations are
concerned. We want to abolish black market-
ing forever, and we want the people to
understand, sympathise with and agree to
price control. This provision of three corn-
,nissionera is a wise one. It will make for
greater representation of the public.

There is some prejudice about the con-
sumers' representative being nominated by
the State executive of the Austalian
'Labour Party. But what body in Western
Australia is more representative of the
eonsumers? I agree that nobody is more
representative of the manufacturers than
the Chamber of Manufactures. These two
representatives would he of inestimable
service to the chairman. They would see
fair play, and the public would have
greater faith in the set-up. The clause, as
it stands, is an improvement on the pre-
existing arrangement. We have alt criti-
cised Commonwealth control. The best the

Government is offering the public is to
take over the whole of the Commonwealth
regulations and copy its administrative set-
up. This will be a slight improvement, and
the Legislative Council which is Dot re-
presentative of the people-

Hon. A. Thomson: It is!

Hon. E. Al. HEENAN: -mut, at the
outside, of only one-sixth of the people,
would be very unwise to agree to the
amendment.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Icn
not follow Mr. Heena a's logic. This is the
first timae in my 27 years' experience that I
have seen legislation introduced dealing with
a political party. After all, this House [;
non-political and we might turn down the
proposal suggestedl by the hon. member who
pointed out that the executive of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party represents a large
number of people. I would be surprised if
it represented more than oae-third of them.

Hon. W. R. Hall: It represents; more
than does the Country and Democratic
League.

Hon. Sir CHARISS LATRAM:i T ad-
nut that. Why should not the country
people be perm itted -to submit some names?
Not all the brainis are to be found in the
executive of the Australian Labour Party.
If this -were carried, the Government 'would
be quite capable of getting a person to re-
present the people who was not a repre-
sentative of the employers, hot of the em-
ployees. I doubt whether the Chamber of
Commerce or the Chamber of Manufactures
represents. a grat number of the commun-
ity. As Mr. Baxter pointed out, it is not
a question of knowledge, but of what i-; a
fair price for an article. That can be de-
termined by the man who has had Peiht
years' experience.

Hon. E. M. ileen an: Have a look at

Clause 10. They have immense powers.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
that. This is taken from legislation which
is controlled by one man. in New Sooth
Wales, where there is a Labour Govern-
ment, without hindrance from a Legislative
Council,, there is only one commissioner.
The Commonwealth Government carried on
for eight years with one commissioner. Ile
certainly had his deputies in each State,
but that set-up was fouind to he satisfac-
tory. To suggest that we shall abolish black
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marketing is trying to fool ourselves. While
we have price-fixing we shall hove black
marketing.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: While there is a
shortage of goods we will have it.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: When
the supply exceeds the demand we shall not
need price-fixing. This legislation is only
to tide uts over the time of short supply.
Let the people have the legislation they
know. If we bring in more commissioners
with different idea;, the public will hlave
very little confidence in them. I hope the
amendmnt will be agreed to.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Gray is an optimist
if he imagines for one moment that I am
going to oppose the amendment. The Bill
started off as a Government measure, and
provided for one commnissioner. The Gov-
erment, in another place, did not say that
there should be three commissioners. They
were included by the combined vote of the
Labour Party and the two Independents
and one Country and ]Democratic League
member, in a division which resulted in 22
votes for their inclusion and 19 against.
But an amendment which will be suggested
in a moment by Air. Watson will make this
a better Bill than when it first started on
its journey, because hec proposes to make
provision for an advisory committee. I
have personally advocated an advisory com-
mittee because I hlave considered that in
the past Mr. Mathen should have had some
advice oi matters about which he did not
know as much as other people.

Hon. E. 1. Heenan: Is it not surpris-
ing that you did not move the amendment
yourself I

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It was not my place to
move to amend my own Bill if someone-
else desired to do so. I hope this amend-
ment will he carried.

Hon- G. FRASER: We get used to the
Minister introducing u Bill and not stand-
ing up to it.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I told you why.

Hon. G. FRASER: I know that. Be-
cause one portion of Parliament, which re-
presents the people, came to a decision,
then the Government said, "The Upper
House will do the job for us."

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You are saying, in effect1 that there is no
use for this House.

Hon. 0. FRASER: That is the method
the Government adopts. The popular
Chamiber, reprocnting the people of! the
State, makes an alteration and it is left to
the Upper House, which represents one-third
of the people, to do the job for it. The
M1inister in charge of the Bill is not pre-
pared to accept the decision of the repre-
sentatives of the majority of the people of
this State.

The Honorar~y Minister for Agriculture:
Wait until MXr. Watson finishes with his
amendments.

Hon. Gr. FRASER: I am telling the Mini-
ister what his attitude is. He does not de-
fend his own Bill.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
This Houise does not accept everything sent
up to it by another place. Sonmetimes it
goes; Out of the window.

Ron. G, FRASER: The Minister is not
prepared to stand up for his Bill and is
going to use the unfair advantage of this
Chamber in. order to have something re-
inserted after it hadl been removed by an-
other -place.

IIon. A. Thomsion: How is it unfairI We
are a House of review.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
han, members not to interject so freely.

Hon. '0. FRASER: We are tired of M~in-
isters introduc ing Bills and not standing
up for them.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
The Minister in charge of the Bill can think
he is wrong sometimes.

R~on. G. FRASER:- We think he is wrong
very often. The contention advaned by Sir
Charles Latham and other speakers that be-
cause the Commonwealth Government did
not have three commissioners there is no
reason why there should be three in this
Bill is wrong. Since the controls have been
in operation, it has been found that three
comtndSisonels would he an improvement.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Tell us why.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I consider that
altering the nuiinber from one commis-
sioner to three will be an improvement.
The commissioner already has wide Powers
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and it is only right that the Igislation -should
lie improved: which would promote confi-
dence on the part of the public. There have
been may complaints in the past-

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
There will be a M1inister to assist this
timne.

lion. G. FF1 Sl I: That is all very wvell,
hut with three commissioners there will be
added protottion.

Ilon. E. H. GRAY: The advantage of hav-
lag- a consumers' representative would be
to prevent anomalies taking- place. I have
the utmost confidence in the present Com-
mnissioner, but one man is liable to make a
mistake. Take the fishing industry. It is
a puzzle to everybrody why there is such
a difference between the retail and the
wholesale price of fish. This has such. an
adverse effect upon the fish market that all
the refrigerated space is occupied, and boats
are held up in the Northl-West. The second
industry thait suffers because of price-firing
is the tailoring industry. Nobody has been
able to explain satisfactorily the price-fixing
in relation to better class tailoring estab-
lishments. The ether industry is the poultry
industry which is severely handicapped be-
cause of the -price of special foods sold by
the mills. Farmers cannot get the required
supplies of bran and pollard, hut if there
were a representative on the commission _he
could look after their requirements.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
It can be done under the advisory corn-
iit tee.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Three commissioners
would be better than an advisory committee
because a committee's recommendations
could be rejected by the commissioner or
the Minister.

Amendment put and a divi.sion taken
ith the following result:-

Ayes
N oes

16
7

.Majority for

Arzs
Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. Craig
Hen. R. M. Forrest
Hoe Sir Frank Gibson
Hon. H. Hearn
Hon. J. G. Bislop
Hon. Sir Chat. Latham
Hon. L. A. Logan

Hon. A. L. Loint
Hon. 0. W. miles
Hon. H. L. Roehe
Hon. C. H. Simpson
Hot. A. Thomson
Hon. H. K. Watson
Hen. 0. B. Wood
Hon. H. Tuckey

(Teller.)

Ilen, G. Benlietta
Hot), E. 11. Davies
l"On. 0. Praser
lien. E. H. Grayr

NOES.Ho.W 
,111

Ron. E. Jr. Heenan
on.. B. M. liren

I (Tellcr.)

Amendmnent thus passed.

Hon. H. K. WTATSON: 1 mnove an
amiendment-

That in line 2 of paragnaph (b) the words
''Comm issioners three Persons'' be struck out
and the words 'Icoinmissioner a person'' in-
serted in lieu.

Amendment pat and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 7-Appointment of staff:

Hon. G. FRASER: An injustice might be
done to many of the staff taken over from
the Common-wealth. In comparison with
with the conditions they have enjoyed, I be-
Hiere they will suffer an Irishman's rise. The
Minister might give consideration to that
aspect. Commonwealth conditions and re-
muneration are better than those of the
State. Does the Government intend to do
anything for these employees?

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I understand that the
employees will he brought under the Public
Service Conlimissioner and it does not neces-
sarily follow that they will receive worse
conditions. They might receive better posi-
tions.

Hon. G. Fraser: 1 do not know abonit
that.

The HONO0RARY MINISTER FOR
AGRCLTURE: The bon. member does
not know; be is only guessing. Because a
man is transferred to the employment of
the Stale, it does not follow that he will
suffer worse conditions.

Hon. G. Fraser: That generally follows.

Holl. Sir CHARLES LATHAM. I sow
a newspaper statement to the effect that
the State would pay those employees and
that the cost would be recouped by the Com-
monwealth. If that is so, these officers will
not be any worse off than they are today.

The HONORARY MI1NISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not think these
officers will be paid by the Commonwealth,
except perhaps till the end of the year. I
understand that the Commonwealth guaran-
teed them employment for a certain time
only.
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Hon. G. FRASER: Qualified men who
have been on the job for years will look for
more lucrative employment.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They have done that already.

.Hon. G. FRASER: Some of them have,
and we do not want to lose any more of
them, but we shall lose more if pay and
conditions are worse under the State than
under the Commqnweilth. I cannot see
how thi' arrangement mentioned by Sir
Charles Latham can operate. There is a vast
difference between wages and conditions
uder the Commonwealth and under the
State. Will the Minister give his assurance
that none of these men will, suffer as a result
of their transference to the State? I amn
afraid they will.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The officers who will be
retained by the Starte will1 receive reason-
able remuneration, otherwise they would not
continue in this employment, as there are
plenty of avenues open to them. Immedi-
ately the result of the referendum was made
known, anay officers left the Prices Branch
and wvent into other employment.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 8-Appointment of acting Com-
missioners:

Ron. H. K. WATSON: I take it that the
alteration of the word "Commissiomns"
from the plural to the singular will be re-
garded as a consequental amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 9 and 10-agreed to.

Clause 11-Delegation of powers under
regulations:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I can-
not understand what is meant by paragraph
(c). I have given notice -to strike out por-
tion of it. Perhaps Mr. Heenan can explain
it. I notice that in the South Australian
and Victorian legislation the paragraph is
excluded, but it is included in the New
South Wales legislation. I understand it is
taken from the Commonwealth regulations.
I move an amendment-

That paragraph (e) be struck out.

The HONORARY
AGRICULTURE: The
me to be redundant. I

MINISTER FOR
paragraph seems to
agree with what Sir

Charles Latham has said and offer no ob-
jectioh to the amendment.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The object of
the paragraph seems to be to clothe the
commissioner with complete disrretionary
power.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Will he not have that power under para-
graph (a)?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I think so, but
paragraph (e) seems to have been inserted
to make assurance doubly sure.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: How is it pos-
sible to transfer a "Istate of mind?"l You
could not transfer your state of mind to rue
and ask me to use it.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I do not accept
responsibility for the paragraph and I think
it should be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 12-Secrecy:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
meat--

That sub-paragraph (Wi) of paragraph (d)
b>e struck out.

It is astounding to think that we should
give authority to a department to do work
for the Taxation Department. Members will
doubtless agree that the Taxation Depart-
ment has the fullest power imaginable; the
only thing it cannot do is to bang a man.
The Lnspectors to be appointed under this
measure will have quite enough to do to
attend to their own duties. Then the ques-
tion of secrecy arises; how can we have
secrecy if the officers in this department
give infornsition to the Taxation Depart-
ment?

Hon. A. Thomson: How can we recon-
cile this sub-paragraph with the declaration
of secrecy set oat in the schedule to the BillI

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have dealt with
that 'ooint.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: This is a very im-
portant prevision, and I hope the Commit-
tee will endeavour to save its reputation by
defeating the amendment. if the officers of
this department comne across any flagrant
breach of the taxation laws, whereiii a firm
is ruthlessly beating the Government tot-
thousands of pounds, why should not otic
civil servant notify another department that
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tw:i tJCYw i, tiiki n- vcue T 1
ber i. iorgetting that lie itha

or t- pulic and is looking
iitvrvss. T know that he v
thot onrt of thing- himself, I

IIftcuspeople who saive 1;
money by defeating, the Taxa
Innit by veryV inlgentiiNil method

The- HONORARY MIlfNISTE
RICULTURE: I am goingt
my I riend opposite once inor
in tend to op iose the amendmeri
Ini-ssoners are to be appointed
lain job and will not be there
for the Taxation Department
cleiiartment. I believe the Taxi
meat can look after itself.

Amendment put and a divisi
the following, result

Ayes
Noes .

Majority for

A
Rion. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. Craig
lion Sir Prank Gibson
Hocn. H. Hearn
Hon. J. 0. Hisloop
lion. Sir (Thus. bAlban
Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. A. L. Loton

YES.

Hon. G.
Hion. H
Hon. C.
Hon, A.

pHan. H
Hon. If!
Hon. U
Han. H

Noes.
Hon. 0. Eantotls R on. Ii.
Hon. R, J. Boy1.n HaRn. Z.
Hen. E. M. Davisa Hon. %V
Hon. G. Fraser I

Amendment thus passed; ti
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3-agreed to.

Clause 14-Regulations:

Hon. Sir CHTARLES LATE
an amiendment-

That in line 15 of paTragrapl
clause (2) the words "and no
lie struck out and the words '"s
tion thirty-six of the Interpretat
19,18.'' inserted in lieu.

I propose to ask the Cojmni
tbat these regulations-and
Commonwealth regulations-sh
Table of the House just the sa
were regulations; made by the
under this measure. I would
hers that a number of things
agreed with aire included in th
so I do not know what the po

lite lio11. 11101

rpr eI?,(LIi a ive
arter jprivat2
011i41 not do0

out there ar
urge snum Ilst
tion ilepari

if the Commnittee does not agree to the mug-
gestion.

lion. I,. Craig: They are in the Federal
regulations.

lion. Sir CHTARiLES LATHAM: It is the
Federal regulations I think should lie tabled.

Hon. L. Craig: They are only temporary.

EN FOU. AG- HonE. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Th e
:o dlisappoint Minister s-aid I did not trust the Governi-
r. I do not mont and the 'Minister. I never said that;,
it. The Coin- but I know that very often M1inister and
to do a cer- Governments become so busy that they take
to be pimps months to do something they undertook to

or any other do quickly. It is no use, just because we
ation 1Depart- do not agree with the Government, having

this sort of accusation made against us. It
is tiot quite reasonable or fair-. I have not

on taken with said I did not trust the Minlister. 'He i.'
only otie out of a Cabinet of ten.

*. 16 The Honorary Minister for Agriiculture:
* 1 sri entitled to fair comment on your

- remarks.
0

Hon. Sii CIINRFLES LATHAM: I have
no objection to that. Any criticism the

W. Miles Minister makes will not affect me. I am tar
L. Boche
R. Simpson too hardened for that.
Thocser The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
K. Watson It wtas not criticism, but an answer to your
B. Wood
If. Forret eniticism.

(Tollr.,
Hon. Sir CHARLES LAT HAM: Very

H. Gray wel~l, it was not criticism. If it will oblige
M. Joen." the Minister, I will agree on that. I holpe

(Teller.) he will agree to the amendment. I want to
he clause, as see regitlations tabled as provided for in thc

written law; and if hie agrees, I will have
no complaint to make.

The HO0NO0R-AR1Y MINISTER FOR
AGR7UULTUPE: I cannot agree to the

[AM:. I more amendment. The idea is to insert some-
thing w-hich is in the Interpretation Act.

(a) of Sub- That will confuse the issue considerably
t disallowed" more than it is; at present. I hope that
object to See- Sir Charles Latham will not insist on the
ion Act, 1918- amendment.

tteeto gree a Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It is quite a

theyt are te dplartu re from ordinary law.

all lay on the The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
me as if they, AGRICULTURE: I have consulted with

Government the Attorney General and be has convinced
remind memn- me that these words are necessary.
we have dis- Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope, the Committee
eregulations;- will not agree to the amendment. The

sition will be clause deals entirely with Commonwealth
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regulations and not those which will be laid
on the Table after being prepared by the
State Government

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: See what effect
it has on them.

Ron. L. CRAIG: It deals with the Fed-
eral regulations, and we0 agree that they
are stop-gap regulations. It is unnecessary
to go to all this trouble, because when the
State regulations are put on the Table and
the period has elapsed when they can be
disallowed, this will come out altogether.
It is desirable from the point of view of
uniformity thait we should not-alter any-
thing that is essential in the measure. We
want to co-ordinate the regulations and
operations of price-fixing with the other
States.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I hope any hon.
member who considers supporting -the
amendment will consider it very carefully,
because it is a far-reaching one.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Is not the
clause far-reaching?

Ron. E. M1. ILRENAN: It means in ef-
fect, if we apply Section 36 of the Inter-
pretation Act, that every Commonwealth
regulation will have to be laid on the Table
of the House-

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: So it should be.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: -for 14 days be-
fore coming law.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham:- No.

Hon. E. 31. HEENAK : I may be wrong.
Section 36 is fairly long. Time is going
on, and this proposal would probably &kittla
the Bill entirely.

Hon. H. L. RO0CHE: I hope members will
support the amendment. We stultify our-
selves if wve allow the Bill to go through
in its present form in respect of -these regu-
lations. There is a host of regulations
which will automatically come into force
on the passing of the measure. Although
it is hoped that they will be only tempor-
ary, and that State regulations will be
gazetted, if the Sate regulations are dis-
allowed the Commonwealth regulations will
still prevail, and Parliament will have no
redress whatsoever. The Commonwealth
regulations could continue for all time and
Parliament would have no coistrol. We
should carry the amendment so that the

[40]

Commonwealth regulations will be laid on
the Table of the House and We subject to
disallowance.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do you want the lid off
price control?7

H-on. H. L. ROCHE: We are not dealing
with taking the lid off price control,

Hon. G, Fraser: Yes, you are.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I was
going to agree with the Honorary Minister
until Air. Craig spoke. He has evidently
not quite reasoned out what effect this will
have. The Commonwealth regulatiQns be-
come law as soon as the Bill is assented to,
and they remain law until the first State
regu-ations are introduced. I think the
hon. member misled the Chamber, although
not intentionally. For that reason I
thought I should make the position clear.
We have provided in all our past statutes
that if? regulations are made, Parliament
shall have the right at some time to exer-
cise its authority over them, We are set-
ting that principle aside for the first time
in the history of Western Australia when
we say our own State regulations shall re-
main there, anti that if ]uemhers do not
pass them exactly as they are these other
automatically come in. It is a question
of principle with me, and nothing else. I
hope the new regulations will be subjected
to very close scrutiny.
* The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:

They will be.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Regu-
lations do not originate with the Minister,
but with the departmental officers. They
then go to the Crowa Law Department to
he put into legal phraseology. Next they
go to the Commissioner who, unless he has
legal advice on hand, must use his own
knowledge of law to see their effect. I
would like the Minister to promise that
careful scrutiny will be given to the State
regulations that are to be introduced. If
he does that, I will not press for a divi-
sion on the matter.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This is the crux of the
Bil:. and, if members object to it, I cannot
understand their supporting the measure.
The whole clause must be read to get its
effect. The other regulations are already
drafted and are receiving close scrutiny.
Although I have niot had time to go through
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them, I feel that by the 20th September
they will meet the desires of members.
They -will then be laid on the Table of the
House, when any single State reguilation
may he rejected.

Ron. Sir Charles Latham: If we dis-
allow the State regulations, the Common-
wealth regulations operate.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICU'LTIURE: That is so.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Then we will be
thrown back on the Commonwealth regula-
tions.

The HONORARY M1INISTER FOR
AGRICU'LTURE: A genuine effort has
been made to formulate regulations suit-
able to Western Australia. I hope the
Commonwealth regulations will remain only
for a short time. That is the desire of
the Attorney General and of the Crown
Law DepartmenL.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes
Noes

5
18

Majority against .. 13

Ama.
Hon. R. If! Forrest iHon. H. L~. Rtoche
Ron. Sir &hs. Laham H-in. HI. Hearn
Hon. A. L,. Loton I(Teller.)

N
Hon. C. 5'. Baxter
Hon. 0. Bennets
Hon. R. J. Boylen
Ran. L. Craig
Hon. E. M. Davies
Hon. 0. Fraser
H-on Sir Prank Gibson
Hon. E. H_ Gray
Eon. W. R. Hall

FoEB
Hon. E. M. Hecenan
Hon. J. G. Hislop
Hon. L. A. Logno
Hon. 0. IV. Miles
lion. A. Thomson
lion. H. Toecey
lion. II. K. Watson
Hon. 0. 11. Wood
Hon. C. H. Simpson

(T1eflrr.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 15--Trial of offenees-
Hon. E. H. GRAY: I can understand

provisions such as those contained in Sub-
clause (4) being in the Commonwealth Act
and the Commonwealth Government, through
its legal representatives here, doing- this class
of work, but under the State law there
will be many petty offences that could bet-
ter be dealt with by police officers in the
police. court, thus saving the Crown Law
Department a tremendous amount of work
and expense. It would be much better to

call in the police to deal with small offenees
of that nature.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR AG-
RICULTURE: If Mr. Gray had put anl
amendment on the notice paper I1 would]
have made some inquiries. I cannot see any
harm in the clause and it is not going to
impose very much expense as the work will
be done, not necessarily by the Attorney
Genera], hut by dificers of his department.
It is merely a safeguard so that an appeal
can be made to the Attorney Gleneral for
his guidance as to whether a person shall
be p rosecuted.

Claus~e put and passed.

Clause 16-Power to order reeog-nisanies:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATIIAM: I wi 4 '
to know whether the Government intend: Ini
repeal the Profiteering Prevention Act, An
action could he taken under this Bill, whi
it becomes, an Act, as well as under the
Profiteering Prevention Act. The corr-et
thing would have been to repeal the
Profiteering Prevention Act ltv means of
this Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR Al1-
RICULTFRE: If there is any conflict Ihe-
tween (lhe two, I have no doubt the Gnvrrn-
ment will repeal the Profiteering Prevention
Act. I will take the mnatter up with the
Attorney General and advise the hon. mem-
ber. If necessary, the Act will be repealed.

Clause put and passer).

Clause 17-agreed to.

New Clause--Advisors:

Hon. H. KT. WATSON: I move-
That a new clause be inserted to stand 18

Clause 15 as follows-" (1) For the purposes
of this Act the Minister shall appoint to advise
him an Advisory Committe of persons possess-
ing expert or business knowledge among whom
shall be a representative of consumers who
shall he nominated by the President of the
Arbitration C~ourt of the State and all of whom
shall hold -office during the pleasure of the
Minister.

(2) A person appointed pursuant to the
provisions of the last preceding subsection
shall he entitled to receive such remuneration
for his services and travelling allowances at
such rates as the Minister determines.''
The proposed new clause is self -explanatory
and is an improvement on Regulation No. S
of the existing Commonwealth controls.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am not concerned
whether the advisory committee is api-
pointed or otherwise. It may be of some
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use to the commissioner or it may not, but
it is the most extraordinary clause I have
ever seen presented to this Chamber. It
says nothing about who shall appoint the
person with business knowledge, yet the
President of the Arbitration Court is called
upon to appoint the consumers' representa-
tive.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Do you want the Trades Hall?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, the Trades Hall
represents most of the consuming public of
the State. There are a lot of people who
ought to be consumers' representatives but
who have gone over to the enemy. How
(Iees the President of the Arbitration
Court know anything about the consumers
of this State?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Why should he not knowI

lion. G7. FRASER: I would prefer the
Minister to appoint the consunmers' repre-
sentative, as well as the other representa-
tives, beeause the Minister would then be
sensible enough to ask for a panel of mnes
to be submitted.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: It is surprising
that anyone who olposed the appointment
of three conimissioners should submit such
a. lame, ineffective proposition as this.
The new clause will make it mandat-
ory, and the Minister will have no chance
of saying who shall appoint the committee.
It does not say how many representatives
there shaill be and they are to be paid'travel-
ling allowances and so forth. It says that
the President of the Arbitration Court shall
nominate someone but it does not say that
he must do so. I do not know whether this
is intended to be a sop, but in my opinion
it is a poor, unworkable proposition.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I entirely disagree with
Air. Heenan. The new clause will improve
the Bill. I have always favoured the ap-
pointment of advisors to the commissioner.
What would be wrong with the Ministers
calling for advice on the fixing of the price
of meat or, in fact, the price of any other
commodity? He would appoint only people
from whom he required advice.

Hon. G. Fraser: How many would be
appointed to the committee?

The HONORARY MINISTER
AGRICULTURE: I do not know.

FOR

Ron. L. CRAIG: I approve of the new
clause. I favour the calling in of people
conversant with the matter on which in-
formation is required. The Minister will
he able to obtain advice from someone parti-
cularly trained in the subject under discus-
sion. If goods were in large supply and
could lie decontrolled, only those in the trade
would be in a position to advise him.

lion. E. H. GRAY: I am amazed to hear
a business man like Air. Craig supporting
such an unbusinesslike proposal. The idea
has been taken from Commonwealth Regula-
tion No. 8, but there is an important differ-
ence between its provisions and those of the
new clause. The President of the Arbitra-
tior Court has had no special experience
for a task of this sort.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture.
What an insult!

lion. E. H. GRAY: It is not intended to
be an insult.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
What special knowledge would the Trades
Hall have to nominate a representative of
the consumers?

lHon. E. H. GRAY: It would be better to
adopt the Commonwealth regulation which
makes the appointment of advisors perinis.
sive, not mandatory. I oppose the new
clause.

lHon. A. L. LOTON: Why not leave it to
the discretion of the Minister to call for
such advice as he requires? If the word
"shall" were struck out and "may" inserted
in lieu, I would have no objection to the
new clause.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I agree with Mr.
Loton. The appointment of an advisory
committee should be made permissive and
then tble Minister could call for such advice
as h6 needed. It would be wise to delete the
proposal requiring the President of the
Arbitration Court to nominate a represent-
ative of the consumers. I move an amend-
mnert-

That in proposed new Subelause (1) the
word ''shall'' where it first occurs be struck
out and the word ''may" inserted in lieu.

Hon. H. HEARN: I support the new
clause. In these days we should turn our
thoughts in the direction of decontrol, and
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I consider it essential that we should make
provision for an advisory committee.

Ron. L. A. LOGAN: I am in agreement
with Mr. Hearn. It should be mandatory
upon the Minister to appoint an advisory
committee.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I ask Mr. Thom-
son not to press his amendment. The class
of advisory committee suggested by me I
consider to bep essential to assist the Minister
and the commissioner in the smooth working
of this measure. Both Mfr. Heenan and 'Mr.
Fraser expressed a desire for a consumers'
representative to assist in the administration
of price-fixing, and consequently I thought
this proposal of mine would appeal to
them. Naturally, they can understand my
relu,'tanee to a consumers' representative be-
ing noniinated by the Labour Party.

Hon. Gr. Fraser: We would not hesitate to
nominate a representative from the Chamber
of Commerce or the Chamber of Manufac-
tures.

lion. H. K. WATSON: Why should not
the Liberal Party appoint the consumers'
representative? It should not be left to the
Trades Hall to nominate a member to this
advisory committee. I have left the nomina-
tion with the President of the Arbitration
Court.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I hope the Committee
will not agree to 'Mr. Thomson's amendment.
It is important that we should provide in
the measure for an advisory committee.

R~on. E. H. Gray: Is that the view of
Cabinet?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It is my view; I have not
consulted Cabinet on the point. The Act
should make it mandatory to appoint an ad-
visory conmittee.

Ron. E. M. HEENAN: I strongly advise
the Committee to .accept the amendment
moved by Mr. Thomson. The Bill will cause
the Government, or whoever is called on to
administer it, much embarrassment.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
We ai-e quite happy about it.

Hon. E. M. HEE14AN: How many repre-
sentatives shall the Minister appoint?9 If 'he
appoints a committee of three, I might come
along and say, "Mr. Smith is a man possess-

ing expert knowledge in some sphere and it

is mandatory that you appoint him to the
committee." If the Minister prefers the
new clause as it stands, good luck to him;
he has to administer it.

Point of Order.

Hon. A. L. Loton: I raise a point of
order. WVill not this proposed new clause
impose a charge on the Crown?

The Chairman: The point of order raised
by Mr. Loton is a sound one, and I rule that
Subclause (2) of the proposed new clause is
out of order, as it would, if passed, impose
a charge en the Crown.

Committee Resumed.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I beg to differ, though
not in respect to Subelause (2) of the pro-
posed new clause, because I -think Mr. Loton
is on good ground there. But I do not think
lie is on good ground in Subeclause (1).

The CHAIRMAN: My decision referred
only to Subelause (2).

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I would still like
the Committee to adopt Subelause (1).

The CHAIRMAN: I think the best way
to handle ithe matter is to deal with the ques-
tion that is before the Committee, namely,
that a new clause be inserted after Clause 14
to stand as Clause 15, to which an amend-
mnenit has been moved to strike out the word
"shall" in line 2 of Subelause (1) with a
view to inserting the word "may." The
question is that the word proposed to be
struck out be struck out.

Amendment put and negatived.

The CHAIRMAN: If it is the wish of the
Committee I shall submit Subclause (1) of
Clause 15.

Hon. A. THOMiSON: 1 do not propose to
move my amendment dealing with the refer-
ence to the President of the Arbitration
Court.

Hon. G. FRASER: If the bon. member
does not propose to move 'his amendment, I
shalt do so. I would prefer to leave the
consumers' representative to be appointed]
in the same way as the other representative.
Why make a distinction?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I believe it was done by Mr. Watson as a
safeguard for your people.

864
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Hon. G. FRASER: I do not care what
his objective was. I would rather have the
Minister choose the person to be appointed.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
That is all right.

Hon. G. FRASER: I think he would
carry out the project properly. I move an
amendment-

That in proposed new Subelause (1) the
words "who shall be nominated by the
President of the Arbitration Court of the
State and'' be struck out.

Amendment pat and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes.. . . . 9

Noes . .. . .. 12

Majority against .. .

Eton. 0. Bennetta
Hon. R. J. Boylan
Hon. E. Mi. Davies
Ho.. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall

Hon. Li. Craig
Hon. R. Md. Forrest
Horn. Sr Frank Gibson
Hb.n. H. Hoarn
Hon. 3. 0. flislop
Hon. G. W. Miles

NOE~S.

Ron. E.
Hon. Li.
Son. A.
Ron. 0.

non.
Hon.
Hon.
Ron.
Ron.
Eon.

Id. Heenan
A. Logan
L. Loton
Fraser

(Teller.)

H. L. Roce
0. H. Simpson
A. Thomson
H. K. Watson
G. Rl. Wood

H. Tuebey
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope members are
quite clear that the motion I amn about
to submit is to inset a new clause, and it is
Subelause (1) as printed on the notice paper
because I have struck out Subelause (2), as
Ai is out of order.

New clause (as amended from the Chair)
put and passed.

Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 10.42 p.m.
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Tuesday, 7th September, 1948.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
P.M., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.

(a)As to Outstanding Applications and
Permits.

A r. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:

How many applications were outstanding
for-

(a) rental houses;

(b) permits to erect houses;

(c) permits to make additions to houses;

(d) War Service homes;

(e) MeNess homes;
(f) other buildings,


